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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
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INTRODUCTION 


In May, 1970, representatives of the Crowsnest Pass Regional 
Recreation Board asked the Department of Youth to conduct an opinion 
survey on recreation in the Crowsnest Pass area. This survey was to 
be sponsored by the following bodies: Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation 
Board, the Recreation Branch and the Research Branch of the Department 


Graoutn. 


This report is divided into three general parts: the methodology, 
the analysis and the conclusions. The first part describes the way the 
study was conducted, the second part presents the results obtained and 


the last part presents a summary of the results of the analysis and 


additional findings. 
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In order to determine clearly the aim of the study, the researcher 
spent two days in Crowsnest Pass for interviews. Unstructured interviews 
were conducted with the Chairman of the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation 
Board, Mr. G. Hall, with the Executive Director of the Crowsnest Pass 
Regional Recreation Board, Mr. E. Habetler, and with the Crowsnest Pass 
Regional Recreation Board staff member, Miss B. Porter. In their opinion, 


the items considered “important to know" referred essentially to the following: 


1) What are the Crowsnest Pass residents’ attitudes 


towards the programs offered by the Recreation Board, 


2) What are the organizations'. (assisted by the Recreation 


Board) attitudes towards the "help" provided, 


3) What are the Crowsnest Pass residents’ attitudes towards 


the means of financing used by the Recreation Board, and 


4) What are the residents' attitudes towards the board 


in general. 


INSTRUMENTS. 


When we looked at the items with which the Board was concerned, we 
found that two types of population were involved: the organizations assisted 
by the Board, and the Crowsnest population in general. In view of these two 
populations, two procedures were decided upon in order to gather the data 


required. 
Procedure Regarding the "Assisted Organizations" 


A list of organizations that had received assistance from the Board was 


provided by the Board, and each of these organizations was sent a letter requesting 
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the following information: | 


1) A brief description of the help provided by the 


Recreation Board. 


2) An indication as to how useful or valuable this 


help was. 


3) An indication as to the extent to which this 
opinion (in 2) is representative of the organization 


concerned, 


Procedure Regarding the "Crowsnest Pass Population" 


A structured questionnaire was constructed which would inform the 


Board of the following three major items: 


1) Attendance and/or participation in the Board's recreation 


programs. 
2) Means of financing the Board's recreation programs. 


3) Improvement of the Board's recreation programs (and staff). 


This questionnaire was sanctioned by the Chaiyman and Directoy of 
the Recreation Board prior to its use. (A copy of the questionnaire appears 
in Appendix C). The questionnaire was constructed so that the head of the house- 
hold (man or woman) responded. This decision was based on the fact that the 
head of the house is the most concerned with the Board's financing (taxes), 
and on the assumption that he would most likely know about the recreational 


activities of the other inhabitants. 
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See Appendix A for list of assisted organizations. See Appendix B for 
letter sent to assisted organizations. 
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DATA COLLECTION ("Assisted Organizations") 


a i te, 


During this phase of the survey, three steps were undertaken by 
the researcher. Firstly, a method of collecting the data was determined, 
secondly, a decision was made regarding the selection of the organizations, 


and thirdly, the survey itself was undertaken. 
DeaeMe HOD OF DATA COLLECTION 


The following reasons supported our use of a mailed questionnaire: 


1) The cost of interviewers was too high, 

2) The questionnaire was Simple enough to be mailed, but not Simple enough 
to be answered over the telephone, 

3) The number of respondents not at home during the summer was too high, 
4) Organization's members needed to be contacted, 

5) No spontaneous answers were needed, 


6) The different answers did not have to be treated independently. 


Il. SELECTION OF ORGANIZATIONS 





Due to the small number of organizations at hand, and in order to 
obtain a more accurate picture of the situation, all the organizations listed 


were contacted. 
Tit. SURVEY DEVELOPMENT 

The survey was conducted in two phases. The first phase refers to 
the initial mailing, while the second phase refers to the final mailing. 


1) Initial mailing: This phase consisted of mailing the questionnaires 


Anpendix B) to each listed representative of the organization. Thirteen out 
PP 
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of the thirty-five representatives returned their answers to the researcher. 


2) Final Mailing: The letter used during the "initial mailing" was sent 


again 1 1/2 months later to those who had not yeplied, 
DATA COLLECTION ("Crowsnest Pass Population" 


Three basic steps were followed in this phase of the survey. 
Firstly, a method of collecting the data Was selected; secondly, a sampling 
procedure was decided upons and thirdly, the survey itself was undertaken. 
A pre-test of the instrument was hot undertaken due to the simplicity of 
the questionnaire, the fact that it had already been reviewed by outside 
persons (Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Board personnel), and also due 


to the urgency of the situation (limited time). 


IT. METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION 


The following reasons supported our use of a mailed questionnaire: 


1) The cost of interviewers was too high, 

2) The questionnaire was Simple enough to be mailed, but not simple enough 
to be answered over the telephone, 

3) The number of respondents not at home during the summer was too high, 


4) Some questions involved discussion among the family members, 


or 


The different answers did not have to be treated independently, 


n 


) No spontaneous answers were needed, 


7) A follow-up by phone, by mail and by personal interviews had been planned 


for the second phase of the data collection. 
IT, SAMPLING PROCEDURE 


The sampling procedure refers to the selection of a segment of the 
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Crowsnest population to fill out the questionnaire. This procedure aims 
primarily at reducing interaction among the respondents, the cost and the time 
involved in the survey.< Since we were very interested in reaching the head 
of the household, various approaches were investigated. Decisions regarding 
the use of sampling frames, sampling selection techniques, sampling fraction 
and the estimated sampling error were made, taking into account the fact that 


the instruments to be used were mailed questionnaires. 


1) Sampling frame: Two types of sampling frames were considered: the map 
frame and the list frame. An examination of the maps available showed that the 
identification of addresses for each household would be very tedious. On the 
other hand, since various listings of the Crowsnest population were available, 
this approach appeared the easiest. After examining the phone book, the 

voters' lists and the "utilities" lists, it was found that the latter was, .by 
far, the most complete and up-to-date. Since Crowsnest Pass consists of 4 
different towns and one improvement area, arrangements were made with the 4 town 
offices (Blairmore, Coleman, Frank and Bellevue) to obtain the latest "utilities" 
list. In the case of the improvement area (1.D. 5 & Hillcrest), a more 
complicated procedure was followed in order to obtain a list of all the 


household heads. 


Using the documents and files made available to us by the Department 
of Municipal Affairs (Edmonton), two different procedures were devised in 
order to obtain the names and addresses of nousehold owners living in the 
Crowsnest Pass. These household owners were assumed to be the heads of the 
households and the fact that they had an address in the Crowsnest Pass (which 
did not appear on other listings) supported the assumption that they Were living 


in I.D. 5 or Hillcrest. 
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simon, Jl, Basic Research Methods in Social Science, N.Y.: Random, 
1969, pp. 167. Nal science 
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An “Assessment and Tax Roll Sheet" (for sub-divisions) was examined 
in order to determine who had applied for Household Tax Deduction Wher: Dey 
Since most of those who applied did so in 1968-69, those people were assumed 
to be the actual owner of a household. Nevertheless, a cross-veri fication 
was made using an “Assessment Form" for sub-divisions. This form, revised 
yearly, indicated in fact, that approximately three dwellings (households) 


had been removed or destroyed ih the past year. 


The "Assessment and Tax Roll Sheet" (for sub-divisions) was also 
examined in terms of those people who did not apply for H.T.D. and a cross 
verification with the "Assessment Form" for sub-divisions. Those people 
recorded on the "Assessment Form" as having title to or purchasing a dwelling 
(household) were listed. Consequently, those who had not applied for H.T.D. 
and for whom there was no indication of a 'dwelling' on the Assessment Form, 


were not listed. 


An "Assessment and Tax Roll Sheet" (for farmlands) was examined and 
all those having applied for the Household Tax Deduction were listed. For 
all those cases where an H.T.D. was not recorded, it was assumed that if 
individuals possessed 50 - 80 acres of land and had an address in the Crowsnest 
Pass, they were owners of a household in J.D. 5 or Hilicrest (this assumption 


is currently made by Municipal Affairs officials). 


Any individual who, as recorded on the Tax Roll for farmlands, leased 
lands from the Government and who had an address in the Crowsnest Pass, was 
listed. (Leased lands listings are kept well up to date by Municipal Affairs 


Offices. ) 


For all the above lists, duplication of names were checked through 


arrangement of names in alpnabetical order. 
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2) Sampling selection technique: Two types of techniques seemed relevant 
to the present context: random sapling (without replacement) and systematic 


3 Due to our ignorance of the Crowsnest Pass population characteristics 


sampling. 
the first technique (S.R.S.) was adopted, * This meant that from a listing of 
the names (and addresses) of the heads of each household having utilities, a 
certain number was selected at random. > The table of random numbers, found in 
Blalock, was used, © (Information on the actual numbers selected is provided in 


Section 3.) 


In order to obtain a picture for each of the five communities involved, 
an individual sample was taken for each of them. A few households not receiving 
utilities were identified as living in trailers or mobile homes. The total 
humber of these trailers as reported in 1968 was quite low: Bellevue (0); 


Blairmore (3), Coleian (1), Frank (0), Hillcrest and 1.D. 5 (6).? 


3) Sampling fraction: Because we intended to use a mailed questionnaire which, 
although less expensive, promised a large number of non-responses, it was at the 
Same time convenient and necessary to use a large sampling fraction (sample/ 
population). Additionally, due to the small populations involved, it was 
necessary to reduce the variance or the standard error as much as possible 


8 


through enlarging the sample size.” For these reasons, the sampling fraction was 


selected at 1/5 for each population at hand. The following populations and 


samples were then used: 


th at 


3 Kish, L., Survey Sampling, N.Y. Wiley, 1965, pp. 36-38, 113 - 114. 


SS ee ae 


4 Kish, Ibid, p. 120 





5 For the technique used see, Moser, C.A. Survey Methods in Social 


Investigation, London: Heinemann, 1958, PivellDe~ bed. 
6 Blalock, H.M., Soctal Statistics, Toronto: McGraw-Hill, 1960, pp. 437- 
440, Tho source being: The land Corporation, A Million Random lom Digits, 
Free Press, Glencoe, Til, 2 ooo, Donets 3, 
7 Oldman River Regional Planning Conmission, crousnest Pe ass Subregional 
Plan, Part 2: Population Economy, Alberta: Lethbr PIggGs. 1869, Table 17,. peer 


8 Kish, op cit. , pp. 45 - 50, Moser, op. cit. pp. 115 - 116. 
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TABLE I 


TOWNS' POPULATIONS AND SAMPLES USED 
Town Area __ Population 










REG VuG s <) fee 


Blaiymore 


Coleman 


Hiiicrest & 1.0. 5 


4) Estimated sampling error: Due to the fact that only a segment of 
the population was examined, the sample data obtained did fot coincide 
precisely with the population data. For this reason, a margin of error 


9 However, this calculation 


is usually calculated for the sample data. 
was not done in this case in order to permit a more theoretical approach. 
This approach was made necessary due to the high level of non-respondents 
and of non-responses. In fact, we obtained an average of respondents 


equal to 8% as compared to the 20% planned. This approach will be 


discussed later (p.16). 





a a 


Moser, op. cit., p. 57 - 68; Kish, op. cit., p. 43; Anderson, 
TiRsy MeZelditeh; A Basic Gourse-in Statistics, Toronto: Holt, 


1068,, pe 202,320. WeissyoRwS, suStatisticas im Social Research, 
NiY.2 Wilbeerp i968, Po. 230 = 233. 
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TIl. SURVEY DEVELOPMENT 


The survey was conducted in three phases. The first phase can be 


referred to as “initial mailing", the second phase as "call back" and the 


third phase as "final.mailing". 


1) Initial mailing: This phase consisted of mailing the questionnaires to 


all of the peoplé in the sample and recording the answers. An introductory 


‘letter (Appendix D), the questionnaire, and a stamped return envelope were 


mailed to the potential respondents on the same day. When the questionnaires 
were returned, the yespondent's name was checked off and the mestienne res 
were categorized into groups according to the date of the arrival. This 
grouping of the questionnaires was done in order to predict the trend of the 


10 Six groups were compiled 


answers to the questionnaires not yet returned, 
which stieated an interval of approximately 1 week between each. After one 
and one-half months, 115 questionnaires had been returned. This represented 
less than one third of the total questionnaires (386). The following table 


shows the distribution of questionnaires received at this stage: 


TABLE II 
QUESTIONNAIRES RECEIVED AT THE FIRST STAGE 


1. Bellevue OM. 
2. Blairmore 50 
3. Coleman 21 
4, Frank 3 

5. Hillcrest & 
[.D. 5 pit) 
TOTAL 115 








——e 


10 , Kish, op. cit., p.. 557, Moser, op. cit., p. 143 
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The number of responses was even fewer than had been expected! ! It 
was reasoned that the timing of the study (during the summer) could explain 
this very low level of response, since more people take their holidays during 


that time of the year. 


2) "Call back": In order to retrieve the remainder of the questionnaires, 

or at least in order to learn the reason(s) why some people did not respond, 

a trip was made to Crowsnest Pass. In Crowsnest, an attempt was made by 

the researcher to contact, by phone, all the respondents who had not returned 
the questionnaire (271). The phone call was formulated this way: "Dear sir 
(madam), my hame is... . and I work for + + « «+ About one month ago, I 

sent you a questionnaire on recreation in Crowsnest Pass. I wonder if you 

have received it?" If the answer was “yes", the next question was: "Do you 
intend to Fill it in and sent it back?" If the answer was "yes", the researcher 
indicated his gratefulness, If the answer to this last question was "no", 

the researcher asked: "Is there any particular reason why you decided not 

to fill it in?" The reasons expressed appear in the table which follows. If, 
to the first question, the respondent answered "no" the researcher asked the 
respondent if he would be interested in expressing his opinions on the 
Recreation Programs of Crowsnest Pass through the use of a brief quetHOntai Te 
If the respondent said "yes", the researcher indicated that a questionnaire 
would be sent to him in a few days. If the respondent said "no", the researcher 
again inquired as to the reasons (which are recorded in the table which 


follows). 


A lp tl lh 


1] Kish, op. cit,, p. 539, Table 13.4.1 
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TABLE ITT 


REASONS FOR NOT HAVING FILLED IN THE QUESTYONNATRE 
AT INITIAL MAILING 





a cr aR GET Sa eA rE 
eg eat aesllaahiategh Page ae fown Numbers* “| 


| c | 3 4 5 TOTAL | 






Forgot to fill in/forgot to 
send back/was on holidays/ 
just mailed it/ going to 
mail it 










é. Not interested in filling 
out any questionnaires 


3. Not interested in filling 
in this questionnaire. 
Disturbed about Rec. in 
Crowsnest Pass. Disinter- 
ested with concept, 


4. Can not read and/or or | 
write English 2 4170 ] lee 
0 


Pee OO TL lecenead 
6. Moved out - 
7. Never received it/lost 


questionnaire but wants 
LOtii i bb out 


ee Lie 
Still thinking about Filling 
it in 3 0 0 2 


9. Too old/does not know enough 
about recreation in the 
Crowsnest Pass area bere Hat 0 a 
| | 

10. Unknown (no phone, not at | 
home at time of cali-back) | 20 Se. 28 4 a0) eG 


io] 
| i, 
TOTAL a 58 [x | 67 9 | 63 271 


OO 
. 


at 
S| 


* See Table II for names and numbers. 
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Satie questionnaires were collected while the researcher was at 
Crowsnest Pass. These were collected afier the plione calls and they refer 
to reason number 1 - stated in Table III. Table IV shows the distribution 


Of questionnaires gathered accordifig to town. 


TABLE IV 


QUESTIONNATRES COLLECTED WHILE AT CROWSNEST 


te ttre en ns, 





TOWNS 1 2 3 4 5 TOTAL 
Number of 
Questionnaires 4 5 3 | 3 16 


3) Final Mailing: On his return to Edmonton, the researcher sent question- 
haires to all the people who fell into the categories of 7 and 10 of Table III. 
This totaled 162 questionnaires. A different letter (Appendix E) accompanied 


the questionnaire. 


One month after this second mailing of questionnaires, the total 


number of questionnaires which had been returned appears in Table V. 


TABLE V 


Questionnaires Expected, Questionnaires Returned, Percent Ratio 
of Returned Questionnaires Over Those Expected and Percent Ratio of Returned 
Questionnaires Over the Total Population For Each Town 


Number Number % Ratio % Ratio 
Expected Returned Returned/ Returned/Population 
Expected 
Bellevue 80 29 B0:505 425 
Blairmore 125 60 A8 .00 9.62 
Coleman 87 3] 30.06 7.09 
Frank 12 5 41.66 8.19 
Hillcrest & 1.D. 5 82 32 39.92 7.69 


TOTAL 386 157 
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As indicated above (p. 2 ~ 3) the Study examined two types of 
populations: 1) Some organizations judged hy the Crowsnest Pass Regional 
Recreation Board as having been helped through them in the past year, and 
2) A sample of the Crowsnest Pass total population of heads of households. 
Consequently, the present analysis is divided into two parts, each one 


dealing with one type of population. 


PART I 





Thirteen representatives, mostly executives (director, president, 
secretary, etc.) of thirteen different organizations replied to our letter- 
questionnaire (see above p. 4). These organizations represented a little 
less than half of the organizations contacted through the mail (35). One 
reason which could explain the rate of non-response 7s a misinterpretation 
of the expression "past year", which appeared in our letter-questionnaire. 

A telephone call from an executive of one agency indicated that he had 
understood "past year" as Starting in January, 1970, while we meant a full 
year, ie. June, 1969, to June, 1970. Another reason which may account for 
the non-response, and which was noted in one reply to our questionnaire, is that 
a new executive could have been appointed at the beginning of the new year, 
not knowing what the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Board had contributed 
from June, 1969, to Deceniber, 1969. In both cases, although the Board did 
not help from January, 1970, until the study was done, this does not mean 
that the Board did not help from June, 1969, to December, 1969. Consequently, 
as these people were not aware of having been helped, they did not consider 
it worthwhile to reply to the letter. This was, In fact, suggested by the 
Way the letter was written. Having been helped seened to be a condition for 


replying. On the other hand, since the Board knew in advance that we would 
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contact the "organizations assisted" by them, there is No reason to believe 
that the Board would have provided us with a list of Organizations who were 


not helped (although the term “help" could be misinterpreted). 


Among the thirteen organizations from which replies were received 
one reported that no help was provided (at least from January, 1970, to June), 
and one reported that the organization contacted had ceased to exist. For 
the eleven remaining agencies, the help provided by the Board was reported 
in two ways: firstly, the help provided was described, and secondly how 


it was "helpful" was indicated. These two different views follow. 


I. DESCRIPTION OF HELP PROVIDED 


1. Supervision of space for recreation activities, 


2. Consultation and advice regarding the operation of the recreation club 
and the development of recreation facilities, 


3. Compilation of activities, scheduling, coordination and programming 
itineraries throughout the Pass and the Province, 


4. Provision of recreation facilities and space, 
5. Advertising and preparation of mimeograbh copies. 
6. Initiation of recreation committees, orqanization of contests and 


participation in provincial recreational activities. Initiation of 
programs for underprivileged and senior citizens. 


II. HOW IT WAS "HELPFUL" 
1. The existence of the club was at stake, without the help the club 


would have ceased to exist, 


2. A committee and a few programs would never been initiated without 
the Board, 


3. Recreation activities and facilities were improved, 


4, More time and energies were directed to essential duties of clubs and 
organizations. 
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It must be noted that two of the eleven respondents from the organi- 
zations under consideration clearly indicated that the Board had not been 
highly “useful. In one case the Board did not seem to have spent appro- 

. priate amounts of time and considerations on one project with the result 
that the project may not be carried on, and in the other case, the Board 
seemed only to have continued what had already been initiated prior to the 


existence of the Board. 


To summarize, at least nine social agencies or recreation organiza- 
tions of the Crowsnest Pass were very contented and gave high praise to 
the efforts of the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Board for their 
assistance in the past year. The specific ways im which the Board helped 


Were well stated. 


PART IT 


a 


The following preseritation will show firstly how representative of 
the populations. the sampling of respondents was, and secondly, the data 


gathered from each town will be presented separately. 


T. REPRESENTATIVENESS OF THE SAMPLES 





As shown in Table V (above) less than half of the people selected in 
the samples returned their questionnaires. This does not mean that the 

samples are “not representative"; it only means that the respondents do not 
represent the total population as it was planned. Depending on the town and 
the size of the sample, the respondents represent a different percentage of 
the population fron which they were selected. Blairmore, for example, has a 
group of respondents which is the most representative of the population. In 


this case, the respondents represent 48% of the population. On the other hand, 
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Frank has so small a number of respondents that despite the high percentage 
of respondents (41.7%) it is, in fact, the least representative sample. 
Because the saniple is much less than 30, it loses one degree of freedom 
(n-1) and the number of respondents for Frank is representative of only 
33.3% of the population. The third column of Table V gives the percentage 
of the population for which the samples at hand (respondents) are representative, 
with the exception of Frank. Despite this lack of renresentativeness of the 
respondents, a rationale has been developed which would take into account 
the attitudes of the non-respondents (selected in the samples) as perceived 
through a series of indices. The generalizations made on the basis of the 
"probable responses" of the non-respondents will be presented independently 
from the generalizations made on the basis of the “observed responses" 


(respondents! opinions). 


The rationale to evaluate the non-respondents' attitudes is as 
follows. We assume that we can distribute the non-respondents into four 
categories regarding attitudes towards recreation. This assumption is based 
on phone calls made to non-respondents (see Table III) and on notes found on 
"empty" questionnaires returned. The process of building the categories 
consists of assigning each category of Table III to a set of categories based 


on probability statements. 


A totally "negative category" refers to the people who clearly 
expressed their disagreement with the concept of recreation (Category 3 of 
Table III). Thesé people, it was presumed, are 100% "against" any idea 
favoring the development of recreation programs or facilities, etc. ... 
A "neutral category" refers to the people who should not have been part of 


the populations under consideration. They are the people deceased or dying 
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(Category 5, in Table III) and the people who moved out during the survey 
(Category 6, in Table III). Half of them were assigned to a general negative 
category while the other half were assigned to a general positive category 

of attitudes. A "half-negative" category refers to the people who appeared 
"disinterested" with filling in the questionnaire. If these people had been 
highly pressed to answer the questionnaire we believe that 75% would have been 
"negative" toward the concept of recreation while 25% would have been"positive". 
All these "disinterested" people received a questionnaire twice - the question- 
aire Was simple and short, and it was about a local issue explained (with the 
cover letter) as being an urgent one. Since many of these people in: fact, 
could have been on holidays, could have lost their questionnaires, etc. (it 

can be noted that a very limited number of questionnaires were returned 

because of wrong address) it is thought that 50% of these people (Category 1, 
2, 7, 9, 10 in Table III) can fall into the category of "half-negative" . 
while 50% can fall in another category ~ one of “urknown" attitudes. This 
"unknown" category also includes the people “still thinking about it" 

(Category 8, in Table III). The half-negative category Would include the 
people who cannot read or write English (Category 4 in Table III). A majority 
of these people, it was thought, do not or will not participate in programs 
directed by English speaking persons and consequently will not support the 
actual concept of recreation (75% of them) Also included in this category 

are the persons who expressly indicated that they were too old to participate 
in the programs and/or did not know enough about the programs (Category 9, 


Table TIT). 


Table VI - a shows the number of cases which fall into each of the 
four categories and Table VI - b summarizes these results into three general 


categories: positive, negative, and unknown. This table takes into account 
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the number of cases reported in Table III that have been slightly modified 
after the door-to-door collection of questionnaires (Table IV) and the final 
mailing phase of the survey (Table V). Obviously, these probable percentages 
of individuals (non-respondents of the sample) permit us to judge only those 
answers which demand an attitude toward recreation. In no way can it permit 


an evaluation of such items as age or amount of taxes paid. 


The following is a description of the statistical operations which 
will be used in order to generalize the findings obtained from the five 
samples, including respondents and non-respondents to the populations surveyed. 
The information provided by the respondents selected, had they all sent back 
the questionnaires and responded to all the questions, could have been genera- 
lized to the total population of family heads - for each town respectively 
(plus or minus a certain percentage or a certain number depending on the 
"Sampling error" and the "level of confidence" chosen). However, not having 
this situation, ie. only a portion of the respondents selected sent back their 
questionnaires and answered all the questions, it was decided that an estimation 
of the population characteristics would be made without calculation of the 
sampling error and such generalization would be considered a calculated 
approximation. This approach allows generalizations to the total populations 
on the basis of the sample of respondents and of our speculations on the attitudes 
of the sample of non-respondents. Consequently, four types of findings will be 
presented here with a varying degree of validity. Firstly, there will be the 
"answers" of the respondents" (those who sent back their questionnaire). 
Secondly, there will be the estimation of the answers of a proportion of the 


population for which the respondents are representative. 
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TABLE VI a 





PROBABLE ATTITUDES OF NON-RESPONDENTS IN REGARD TO RECREATION 


Cat. of | 
| Coleman f | ID 5/Hiilcrest | Table III | 
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(SUMMARY OF TABLE VI a ) 
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(The original sample (a) was to represent 100% of the population. and 
the sample on hand (b) will represent b/a of the population.) Thirdly, 
there will be the estimated answers of the hon-respondents. Fourthly, 
there will be the estimation of the answers of a broportion of the 
population - the remaining proportion, which is represented by the "non- 


respondents". 
II. DATA FOR EACH TOWN 


Six basic sets of information were obtained for each town. 
These are: the age of the respondents and of the population of the town; 
the level of family attendance in the recreation programs; the perceived 
value of the recreation programs; the desire for "other" programs; the 
financing of recreation programs; and the future of the Crowsnest Pass 
Regional Recreation Board. Although somewhat repetitive, for clarification 
the information obtained will be provided separately for each of the five 


towns. 


A. [BELLEVUE] 


Twenty-nine respondents from Bellevue sent back their questionnaires. 
This represented 36.25% of the questionnaires expected (Table V) and consequently 
is valid for the generalizations on 145 (out of 400) family heads of Bellevue. 
When appropriate, estimations will be made of the probable answers of the non- 
respondents and generalizations will be inferred to the remaining population 


(255 families or family heads). 
1. Age of respondents and age of the Bellevue population 


A comparison of the age of the respondents with the age of the adult 


opulation of Bellevue provides an indication (not a proof) of the difference 
p p 


= 


between the population of Bellevue and the sample of respondents. 
i} 
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Four sources of difference were expected in comparing these two 
types of populations. Firstly, the difference could be due to a difference 
of timing in data collection: the total population data in regard to age 
was collected in 1966 for the D.B.S. Census while the sample data was 
collected in 1970. An attempt to correct for these data differences has 
been made by moving the total population data up five years. Taking into 
account a past trend, we have reduced the category 15-19 years by half. 
Secondly, the difference could be due to the types of data gathered for each 
population: the total population data is based on all adults - male and 
female, while the sample data are based on heads of households with a . 
possible preference to one or the other. This difference could have been 
corrected by obtaining the total population of heads of households but 
such data were not known to be available at the time of the Survey. Thirdly, 
the difference could be due to a sampling by statistics, but was not here 
due to the Preece of the other errors. And fourthly, the difference could 
be due to the number who did not return the questionnaire or did not give 


their age. 


Table VII shows the distribution of frequency and percentages for the 
population of Bellevue (provided by the Population Laboratory of the U. of A.) 
and for the sample of respondents. We can note that the two types of popula- 
tion are different: the model age of the total population is 62, while it is 
42 in the sample and the total population data are more evenly distributed 
than the sample's data. Nevertheless, we can see that the mean age of the 
two populations is similar: it is 46 for the total population, and 47 for 
the sample population. However, if we divde the two distributions into three 
groups, in terns of recreation such as under 30, 30 to 49 and 50 and over, we 


obtain percentages (Table VII b) which are more nearly corresponding. 
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AGE OF RESPONDENTS AND AGE OF THE BELLE 
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2. Family attendance in the recreation progrants 


= al atl 


The respondent was asked three related questions in order to obtain 
information on his Participation in the recreation programs, on his spouse's 
participation, and on his children's participation. These are questions 3, 

4 and 5 of the questionnaire (see Appendix C). To simplify the information 
to be provided, data on the sex of the People involved directly or indirectly 


in the survey have not been sought. 


For the thirteen progranis listed, only one of the respondents indicated 
his participation. The program attended was the Hockey Referee's Clinic. On 
the other hand, among the respondents who had a spouse (male or female) two 
indicated that the spouse Participated in some of the programs. These programs 


Were: the Ladies Physical Fitness, and the Arts and Crafts Leadership Course. 


if we include the spouses, we find that a broportion of .10 adults 
per household (heads of household and spouses) in the sample Participated in 
the programs. Generalizing to the population for which the sample is valid 
we estimate that 15 adults of Bellevue (heads of households and Spouses) 
participated in the programs. However, this number must be considered as a 
minimum since we do not have the necessary behavioural information in order 
to generalize to the remaining population (255 families or 68.8% of the total 


population of heads of households). 


Approximately half of the respondents (14/29) indicated having children 
under their responsibility. Among these people, nine (31%) had from one to 
four children participating in the programs offered. Each of the thirteen 
programs listed had an attendance which ranged from 1 to 16 children. The 


most popular areas were the playground Program and the gym classes which had, 
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respectively, 12 and 16 children of the survey attending. The other programs 


had six or less children attending. A total of twenty children were reported 
participating in the various programs. This last finding gives an average of 
.69 participating children per family, consequently, we estimate that among 
the 145 families (heads of household) of Bellevue under consideration, 
approximately 100 children participated in the programs. On the other hand 
we estimate that 50 families of the 145 had children participating in the 
programs. These figures must be considered minimum since we did not deal 


with the remaining population of 255 families. 
3. Perceived value of the programs 


This topic has been evaluated through the question: "Whether or not 
you or your childven have participated in the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation 
Programs, could you indicate your opinion as to how valuable you believe the 
following programs have been this year?" Table VITI shevs the distribution 
of programs that were listed on the questionnaire (question 6) and the number 


Of persons who expressed an opinion as to how valuable the programs were. 


Despite the fact that approximately 1/3 of the "respondents" did not 
answer this question, there is a general consensus among those who responded 
as to the "positive" value of all the programs listed. The most popular 
progranis seemed to be the Playground Program, the Ladies' Fastball Programm 


and the Hockey Referee's Clinic. 
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TABLE VILL 


RESPONDENTS' PERCEIVED VALUE OF THE PROGRAMS 
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If we generalize this information to the 145 family heads for which one 
sample is valid we estimate that 84 family heads would find the 13 programs 
listed "valuable" as opposed to 7 who found them "not valuable", and we 
estimate that 54 would not know. If we combine these estimations of attitudes, 
with attitudes of the proportion of the population represented by the non- 
respondents (see Table V1 b) we obtain very similar estimations between those 
who "value" the programs, those who "do not value" them, and those whose 
answer is unknown or who were undecided. Table IX shows the distribution of 
respondents! and non-resbondents! attitudes toward recreation and the 


estimations of the attitudes of the total population (of family heads) based 


on. them. a 
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4, Desire for "other" recreation programs 


The information on this topic has been obtained from the answers to 
the question: "Personally would you like other recreation programs to be 
set up?" (Question 10) This question had two related meanings which makes 
the interpretation of the answers a bit difficult. In fact, do people want 
"other" programs which would replace the current ones?, or do they want 
"other" programs in addition to the ones presently available? Whichever 
way it was interpreted, it was found that as many respondents (38%) of 
Bellevue wanted "other" programs as those who did not (38%) and a minority 


(24%) were undecided. 


If we generalize this finding to the section of the population for 
which this sample is valid, we estimate that 55 family heads would want 
"other" programs while 55 would not and 35 would be undecided about it. If 
in addition to these estimations we use our cstimations of the non-respondents' 
attitudes, we find that approximately 104 family heads would want "other" 
programs, 181 family heads would not and 115 would be undecided or their 


opinions not known (Table X). 
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A series of suggestions for "other" progranis were made by the respondents. 
These referred to recreation activities, recreation facilities and related 
topics. The activities desired were: boxing, photography, leather-craft, 
ceramics, handling of firearms and arts and crafts. The facilities desired 
were: swimming pool, playground equipment, and a target range. It was mentioned 
that there should be activities for people of 45 and over and that each town 
of Crowsnest should have a major recreation facility: one would have a swimming 


pool, one an arena and one a curling rink. 
5. Financing the recreation programs 


Nearly all the respondents knew hare to pay their municipal taxes, 
indicating a certain awareness about this topic. Yet, when asked: “How 
much do you think you have paid in taxes for the Regional Recreation Programs 
last year?" (Question 8), 52% of the respondents answered "don't know" and 
48% did not answer this question. On the other hand, it is interesting to 
note that when asked: “What do you think of the amount that you are paying 
in taxes for the Crowsnest Pass Recreation Programs?" (Question 9) thirteen 
respondents did not answer or answered "don't know" while the remaining 16 


expressed their opinion. Of these, 11 (37.9%) thought that what they paid 
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(whatever it was) was "fairy" or "tog little" and 5 (17.2%) thought it was 


“too much" indicating a basic "attitude" towards the recreation programs. 


If we generalize this finding to the section of the population for 
which this sample is valid, we estimate that 55 family heads would think that 
What they pay is "fair" or "too little", 25 would think that what they pay 
is "too much" and 65 would be undecided. If we combine these estimations 
with the estimations of the non-respondents' attitudes towards recreation, we 
find (see Table XI) that there are more family heads (151) who believe that 
the taxes for recreation are too high than those who believe that they are 
melt, or. "too little" (104) (Table XI). Nevertheless, one must take into 


account the fact that 145 family heads are undecided or their opinion unknown. 


TABLE. ¥I 


RESPONDENTS’ ATTITUDES, NON-RESPONDENTS* ES PNATED ATTITUDES 
AND INFERRED POPULATION ATTITUDES PECARDING THE AMOUNT OF — 


“TAXES: PAID FOR RE RECREATION “PROCS 




















~~ RESPONDENTS” NON-RESPONDENTS TOTAL 
of family 

| QUESTION. | ~~] POPULATION ESTIMATED | POPULATION 

ATTITUDES | gecpouses | y ESTIMATION ! ESTIMATION heads 

Too much 5 | 1 Awe | 25 49.5 

Fair/ | 

Too little 2 37.9 55 19.1 

No Answer/ | | 

Unknown 13 44.9 i 65 31.4 | 

_ TOTAL 29 100.0 | 145 100 come eae 





Despite the low percentage (37.9%) of respondents who felt that what they 
paid was "fair" or "too littie", when asked: "Do you think that the present 
way to finance the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Programs should be 
abolished? (Question 13), a majority of the respondents (51.7%) indicated that 
the present way to finance the program should be retainéd. This did not mean 


that taxation should be higher, nor the only way to finance the programs. In 



































oe 7 
, - 7 
‘ - » 
1] i 7 

i 


Adi ig 
p tf 7 

: L a) 
- i. 4 bs 

YF dapacuie (RS.N0) d Gne “OEET ws” 0 itch ent AD ian 

nett ganion ath 2oqeit “tise sined: eee stom 


ca " 


atte Tuqeg oft Yo wutiooe Std ok RGR tad ca tstepg it ME 
den} vet td bTuow cheat yfimet ce ged3 pines ey bh BY ary Bad 2h 


reig dntill btwew ae 4 “ote gal? tp “yin” 2f WAG: a 
shbsobae od Siu) Gan MAD a 


Civ 


pana pots 


“wht 


yeg wold THM 
enn’ aol Tee ora orer Mele ch rl 


aw entenayoat 2bygwad: 2aharT IIe. Beth ohrtgqges" afi ov ont 16 soit ges ot 


{om ole wnott 240 Ix atdat alta : 


edd avetfad ore (far) ahast Vitae! « 


oa 


avg vars Jatt averted ow acarté oanelt 


indi Gok vb NOISES, WT suet '§ 


“aie 
nil 


“iii oad oom og =, atelangraven (1% ofdeT) fot) “elsatheast” we at 


avenue oolatioe vrerd wo >obtadaey a8 obport yf trtat i tend dost, adh aaa 


1X 3 TAT, 


SOUTITTA CAVAHT TAD FEPHIOVOI SI AM. os 
gi | COMA a, a: ri 25 ise ket 
cee AOU od at ioc oO 


nen ig ry a ston se Sage nee a he 


Af 















vo “—~WOFTAICGOT | arm tT | OTT EROF ‘ae 
nates _YOUTAsTYaS | ONT 
Sa): eee eae Tes gy | tu i a 
y . 
0 yer 3 


all 


Bp ) Nee ee owen ~~) 2 seke 
OOR | 


vod serwided? t[97 ode adeebnoqasr Fy (30.08). apadtisareg wal pre et 
Fro S80 outs yedd soidd voy ol" sbotien, nodw ,efttr! qed” 1, - sY 

bad biworz anspor Aetiasracd {anak ger: 2ae4 gronaword entdoal 
ND shnuhnogzes, ios! hd sae EE sighs ; | 

04. ies ie woth ah pie aii, 


yp 







AD an : 


30) 


fect, Only a minority (34.4%) indicated thety Willingness to pay more taxes 
to finance the PYrograis. Three individuals agreed to pay an additional 
$1.00/year to what they pay now, one agreed t6 pay an additional $2.00/year, 
three agreed to pay an additional $4.00/year, and two agreed to pay more 
than an additional $4.00/year, Also, a Substantial number (44.8%) of 
respondents thought that the Recreation Board should find other means to 


finance the programs. 


If we generalize the above finding on the present way to finance the 
programs to the section of the population for which this sample is valid, 
we estimate that: 75 family heads of Bellevue would think that the present 
way to finance the programs should be retained, 30 would think that it 
should be abolished arid 40 would be undecided. Due to the "importance" of 
the present issue, and, consequently, the complexity of attitudes related to 
it, we decided against using our estimations of the non~respondents' attitudes 
in order to generalize our Findings to the total population. This means that 


the above figures are based on only 145 family heads of Bellevue. 


A series of suggestions wore made in regard to the other means to finance 
the programs. It was suggested that the programs be financed by: donations 
from clubs, families and youths; by a community fund raising campaign, by 
raffles, bingos, sales, shows (pet, fashion, etc.), and by Plays, concerts, 


etc.. A related comment was that the administrative cost of recreation should 


be reduced in order to buy more equipment. 


6. The future of the Recreation Board 


a te 
Nh 


Opinions on the future of the Recreation Board were evaluated through 
the respondents! answers to two questions: "Do you think that the present 
Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Board should be changed?" and "Do you 
think that the present Crovsnest Pass Regional Recreation Board should be 


abolished? (Questions 14 & 15). 
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3] 
In regard to the first question a substantial number of respondents 
(12 or 41.3%) thought that the Board should stay the way it is, and a 
minority (6 or 2.06%) thought that it should change. If we generalize 
this finding to the population for which this sample is valid (145 family 
heads) we estimate that 60 family heads of Bellevue would feel that the 
Board should not change, while 30 would feel that the Board should change. 
Since attitudes towards the recreation programs are not seen as equivalent 
to attitudes towards the Board, we decided against generalizing the findings 
to the total population. Consequently, the above Figures must be seen as 


minimum. 


A few Suggestions were made concerning the ways the Board should change. 
It was suggested that: the procedures of assigning a board member should 
be revised - it should be more democratic and the term of office should be - 
Shorter (2 years); better leadership, especially in terms of programming, 


should be sought; and, the cost of administration should be reduced. 


In terms of the second question (regarding the abolishment of the Board) 
a great number of respondents (16 or 55.2%) thought that the Board should not 
be abolished, a small number thought that it should (6 or 20.7%) and a similar 
number did not know (24.1%) or did not answer the question. If we generalize 
these findings to the section of population for which this sample is valid, we 
estimate that 80 family heads would agree that the Board snould not be abolished 
while 30 would think that it should and 35 would be undecided. Since attitudes 
towards the recreation programs are hot seen as equivalent to attitudes towards 
the Board and, due to the “importance” of this issue which suggests a complexity 
of attitudes related to it, we decided against generalizing this finding to the 
total population through our estimations of the hon-respondents' attitudes. 


Consequently, the above figures niust be considered as valid for only 145 family 


heads of Bellevue. 
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B. BLAIRMORE| 


Sixty respondents from Blatrmove sent back their questionnaires. This 
represented 48% of the questionnaires expected (Table V) and consequently is 
valid for generalizations to 300 out of 624 family heads of Blairmore. 

When appropriate, estimations will be made of the probable answers of the 
non-respondents from which generalizations will be inferred to the remaining 


population (324 family heads). 


1, Age of respondents and ade of the Blairmore population 


A comparison of the ages of the respondents with the ages of the adult 
population of Blairmore provides an indication (not a proof) of the difference 


between the population of Blairmore and the sample of respondents. 


Four sources of difference were expected in comparing these two 
types of populations. Firstly, the difference could be due to a difference 
of timing in data collection: the total population data in regard to age 
was collected in 1966 for the D.B.S. Census while the sample data was 
collected in 1970. An attempt to correct for these data differences has 
been made by moving the total population data up five years. Taking into 
account a past trend, we have reduced the category 15 - 19 years by half. 
Secondly, the difference could be due to the types of data gathered for each 
population: the total population data is based on all adults - male and 
female, while the sample data are based on heads of households with a 
possible preference to one or the other. This difference could have been 
corrected by obtaining the total population of heads of households but 
such data were not known to be available at the time of the survey. Thirdly, 
the difference could be due to a sampling by statistics, but was not here 


due to the presence of the other errors. And fourthly, the difference could 
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be due to the number who did not return the questionnaire or did not give 


their age. 


Table XII a shows the distribution of frequency and percentages for 
the population of Blairmore (provided by the Population Laboratory of the 
U. of A.) and for the sample of respondents. We can note that the two 
types of population are different: the modal age in the total population 
is 52 while it is 32 in the SCeS and the total population data are more 
evenly distributed than the sample data. Nevertheless, the means of the 
‘populations are similar: it is 48 for both the population and for the 
-sample. Moreover, if we divide the two distributions into three groups, 
in terms of recreation, such as under 30, 30 to 49 and 50 and over, we 


obtain highly corresponding percentages (Table XII b). 
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TABLE XII a 


AGE OF RESPONDENTS AND AGE OF BLATRMORE POPULATION 
(WALES & FEMALES) = —~—SOS 


AGE (POPULATION) F |. % [AGE (SAMPLE) fF 4 
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TABLE XII b_ 
SUMMARY OF TABLE VII a (PERCENTAGES) 
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2. Family attendance at the recroation Programs 


The respondent was asked thyeo related questions in order to obtain 
information on his participation in the vecreation pbyograms, on his 
Spouse's participation and on his children's participation. These are 
questions 3, 4 and 5 of the questionnaire (see Appendix C). To simplify 
the information to be provided, data on the Sex of the people involved 


directly or indirectly in the survey have not been sought. 


For the thirteen programs listed, eight respondents (13.3%) attended 
various programs. These proarams were: the playground program; the Shine 
Camp; the Gym Classes, the Ladies Physical Fitness; the Hockey Referee's 
Clinic; the Baseball Coaches Clinic, the Playground Leadership Course; the 
Arts and Crafts Leadership Course and the Youth Advisory Council. On the 
other hand, among the respondents who had a spouse (male or female) four 
reported that their "spouses" participated in different programs. These 
Programs Were mainly the Ladies Physical Fitness but there was also the 


Playground Program and the Shine Camp. 


If we include the spouses we find that a proportion of .41 adults (heads 
of family and spouses) per household in our sample participated in the programs. 
Generalizing to the population for which the sample is valid, we estimate that 
123 adults of Blaiymore (heads of houscholds and sponsors) participated in the 
programs. However, this number must be considered as a minimum since we do not 


have the necessary behavioural information to generalize to the remaining 


population (324 families or 52%). 


Slightly more than half of the respondents (52.7%) reported having 
children under their responsibility. Among these people, fourteen (23.3%) had 
one to five children participating in the programs offered. Each of the 


programs listed had an attendance which ranged from 2 to 16 children. The 
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most popular ones were: The Playground program and the Gym classes. All the 
other programs had an attendance varying from 2 to 4 children (of the survey). 
A total of 30 children were found participating in the various programs. 

This last finding gives an average Of .55 participating child per family of 
the sample, consequently, we estimate that among the 300 families for which we 
can generalize, 151 children of Blaiymore participated in the programs. On 
the other hand we estimate that these childron were from 70 families of Blairmore. 
These figures must be considered minimum since we did not deal with the 


remaining population of 324 families (households), 
3. Perceived value of the programs 


This topic has been evaluated through the question: “Whether or not 
you or your children participated in the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation 
Programs, could you indicate your opinion as to how valuable you believe the 
following programs have been this year?" Table XIII shows the distribution 
Of programs that were listed on the questionnaire (question 6) and the number 


of persons who expressed an opinion as to how valuable the programs were. 


Despite the fact that more than 1/3 (33.4%) of the respondents did not 
answer this question there is a general consensus among those who responded 
as to the "positive" value of all the programs. The most popular programs 


were the Playground Program, the Gym Classes, the Girl's Fastball and the 


Playground Leadership Course. 
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TABLE XIIT 
RESPONDENTS ' WTS* PERCEIVED VALUE LUE OF THE PROGRAMS. 


ioe esl oe dRUE OA es 
Cases ae Cases 


Terao 2 
32 ool 6 


NAME OF PROGRAMS 












Playground Program 














ing Program 









Shine Camp (Lynx Creek) 27 | 45.0 ; 
Gym Classes _ 36 | 60.0 4 
oe piyercar Pitness | BF 5-0 | 2 
Ladies' Fastball 27 45.0 4 
Girls' Fastball (eee les exe 2 
perenees Clipica(hockey) oe snih +34 | 56.7 5 
Baseball Coaches Clinic ar 45.0 

Playground Leadership Course 36 60.0 


Arts and Crafts Leadership Course 3050.0 
Youth Advisory Council 32 [53.3 
MEANS Aempis ae te! ay 


If we generalize this information to the 300 family heads for which 
our sample is valid, we estimate that 160 would feel that the programs, 
in general, are "Valuable" while, 25 would find them "not valuable" and 
115 would be undecided. If we combine these estimations of attitudes with 
the attitudes of the proportion of the population represented by the non- 
respondents (see Table VI b) we estimate that more people (206) would value 
the programs than those who would not (168). But, a large number (250) 
would be undecided or their opinions would be unknown. Table XIV shows the 
distribution of respondents' and non-respondents' attitudes towards recreation 


and the estimations for the total population (of family heads) based on them. 
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TABLE XIV 
RESPONDENTS" ATTITUDES, NON-RESPONDENTS* ESTIMATED ATTITUDES 


et ati alae es 


~~ AND TINFERRET D POPULATION ATTIT UDES” TOVAR DS THE 
ed) 3. RECKEATION | PROG VALS © 



















| RESPORUENTS . pan RESPONDENTS TOTAL 
ESPUNSES” “% t POPULATIUIT | BE POPULATION] of family 
ESTIMATIONS | ‘ ESTIMATION] heads 








32 ive, ig. 53.3 | 160 | 
d ee , Set ila 
No Answer/ | i | 
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4. Desire for "other" recreation programs 


The information on this topic has been obtained from the answers to the 
question: "Personally would you like other recreation programs to be set up?" 
(Question 10) This question had two very related meanings which makes the 
interpretation of the answers a bit difficult. In fact, do people want "other" 
programs which would replace the current ones?, or do they want "other" 
ee addition to the ones presently available? Whichever way it was 
interpreted, it was found that a substantial number of respondents (46.6%) 
of Blairmore wanted “other" programs to be set up while a lesser number 


(33.3%) did not and 20% were undecided. 


If we generalize these findings to the section of the population for 
which this sample is valid, we estimate that 140 family heads of Blairmore 
would like "other" programs to be set up while 100 would disagree, and 60 
would be undecided. If we combine these estimations with our-estimations 
of the non-respondents' attitudes, we find that approximately 186 family 
heads want more programs to be set up while 243 disagree, and a large 


number (195) are undecided (Tabie XV). 
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A series of suggestions was made for the establishment of "other" 
programs. These programs were referred to in ‘terms of administration, 
Facilities and activities. In regard to administration, it was suggested 
that the cost be reduced by 50% and that the salary of the yecreation director 
be reduced. In regard to facilities, the facility most frequently referred 
to was "swimming pool", the other facilities desired were: a ZOO, an amuse- 
ment park for children, an indoor roller-skating arena, bowling, a play area 
and lunch area in the "new school", a gymnasium, a musical arts centre, 

_ Playground equipment, tennis court, baseball diamonds for youngsters, hockey 
school, baseball school, rifle range and hiking paths, outdoor picnic cabins. 
In regard to activities, the ones most frequently referred to were: Scuamnind 
lessons" and "swimming" - the other activities were: transportation to 
Pincher Creek for swimming, hockey, Boy-Scouts, industrial arts (specified "for 
everybody, not only for groups"), boxing club, physical fitness for men, — 
basketball, track and field, bowling league, horseshoe league, hiking and 
camping courses, and golf clinics for children and adults. Relating to these 
topics, it was mentioned that the three arenas should be used more frequently 
and that more adult programs should be initiated. | 

RESPONDENTS' DESIRES, NON-RESPONDENTS' ESTIMATED DESIRES AND 


INFERRED POPULATION. TESTES FI FOR OTHER RECREATION PROGRAMS — 


| 






NON-RESPONDENTS 
ESTIMATED [POPULATION 


ESTIMATION 
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No answer/unknown 


5. Financing _the Recrea tion programs 


The majority of respondents (80%) knew where to pay their municipal 


taxes. thus indicating a certain awareness about this topic. Yet, when 
3 bee 


asked: "How much do you think you have paid in taxes for the Regional 
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| Recreation Programs last year?" (Question 8) of the 70 respondents, 13 
did not answer the question and 47 answered “don't know". On the other hand, 
it is interesting to note that when asked: "What do you think of the amount 
that you are paying in taxes for the Crowsnest Pass Recreation Programs?" 
(Question 9) a substantial number of vespondents (36.7%) gave their opinions. 
The majority of the respondents thought that it was "fair" or "too little" 


while a small group thought that it was "too much" (col. 2 in Table XVI). 


i 
f 
; 
| 
| If we generalize this finding to the section of the population for 


which this sample is valid, we estimate that 80 family heads of Blairmore 


believe that what they pay in taxes for recreation (whatever it is) is "fair" 

or "too little", 30 believe that what they pay (whatever it is) is "too much" 
and a large number (190) do not know. If we combine these estimations with the 

estimations of the non-respondents' attitudes towards recreation, we find (see 

Table XVI) that a substantial number of family heads (126) would believe the. 

taxes for recreation "too little" or "fair" and a higher number (173) would 

believe that the taxes are "too much". However, one should consider that a very 


large number (325) of family heads are undecided or their opinions are still 


unknown, 





Despite the low percentage of people (26.7%) who believe that what they 
‘pay is "fair" or "too little", a majority of respondents (36 or 60%) clearly 


indicated that the present way to finance the programs should be retained. 


TABLE XVI 
DENTS" ESTINATED ATTITUDES 
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This did not mean that taxation should be higher noy the only way to finance 
the programs. In fact, only a minority (43.3%) agreed to pay more taxes to 
finance the programs. Three individuals agreed to pay an additional $1.00/ 
year, Six agreed to pay an additional $2.00/year, three agreed to pay an 
additional $3.00/year, 6 agreed to Poy an additional $4.00/year, and 9 agreed 
to pay more than {4.00/year in addition to what they pay now for recreation. 
Also, half of the respondents expressed the Opinion that the Board should find 


other means to finance the programs. 


If we generalize the above finding, on the present way to finance the 


programs, to the section of the population for which this sample is Valid, we 


estimate that 180 family heads of Blairmore would think that the present way 


to finance the prograns should be retained, 45 would think that the present 
way should be abolished and 75 would be undecided about it. Due to the 
"importance" of the present issue and, consequently, the complexity of aie 
related to it, we decided against using the estimations of the non-respondents 
attitudes in order to generalize our findings to the total population. This 
means that the above figures are based on 300 family heads of Blairmore only. 
A series of financial means to be used by the Board was suggested by the 
respondents. The general suggestion was made to follow the example of other 
towns of Alberta. The other suggestions were: use a county system, request 
government (provincial and federal) help in terms of grants, loans, labor and 
equipment, orgahize bingos, bazaars, fairs, and contests or competitions (with 
fees), rent facilities, ask fees or "association dues" from participants in 


the activities and request the provincial government to « © ‘inue providing the 
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financial arrangement which existed, in the past. One individual suggested 
that the Community should be self-supporting and should not have to rely 


on government aid. 


6. The future of the Recreation Board 


—_—— See Sa 


Opinions on the future of the Recreation Board were evaluated through 
the respondents' answers to two questions: "Do you think that the present 
Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Board should be changed?" and "Do you 
think that the present Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Board should be 


abolished?" (Questions 14 and 15) 


In regard to the first question, most respondents (32 or 53.3%) thought 
that the Board should stay the way it is, and a minority (10 or 16.6%) thought 
that the Board should change. If we generalize this finding to the population 
for which this sample is valid (300 family heads), we estimate that 160 family 
heads believe that the Board should not change, while 50 would believe that 
it should. Since attitudes towards the recreation programs are not seen as 
equivalent to attitudes towards the Recreation Board, we decided against 
Rreral cing the findings to the total population. Consequently, the above 


figures must be seen as estimated minimums. 


A few suggestions were made concerning the Ways the Board should change. 
It was suggested that: major decisions regarding recreation should not be 
made without due consultation with specialists from outside the area; more 
representation should be given to organized sports bodies; elections should 
be held; the towns who “cannot carry their financial load" should be left aside, 


and the selection of students who work on the playaround during the summer 


should be improved. 
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In terns of the second question (regarding the abolishment of the Board) 
a majority of the respondents (56.6%) thought that the Board should not be 
abolished, a small group (11.7%) thought that 4t Should, and a substantial 
number (31.7%) did not know or did not answer the question. If we generalize 
this finding to the 300 family heads for which this sample of respondents is 
valid, We estimate that 170 family heads do not want the Board to be abolished 
compared to 35 who would. And, a large number (195) would be undecided or 
would not answer the question. Since attitudes towards the recreation programs 
are not seen as equivalent to attitudes tovards the Board and, due to the 
"importance" of this issue which suggests a complexity of attitudes related to 
it, we decided against generalizing this finding to the total population, through 
our estimations of the non-respondents' attitudes. This means that the above 


figures are based only on 300 family heads of Blairmore. 


c. [COLEMAN 


Thirty-one respondents from Coleman sent back their questionnaire. This 
represented 35.6% of the questionnaires expected (Table V) and consequently is 
valid for generalizations to 156 (out of 437) family heads of Coleman. However, 
when appropriate, estimations will be made of the probable answers of the non- 
respondents from which generalizations will be inferred to the remaining 


population (281 family heads). 


1. Age of respondents and age of the Coleman population 


A comparison of the age of the respondents with the age of the adult 
population of Coleman provides an indication (not a proof) of the difference 


between the population of Coleman and the sample of respondents. 


Four sources of difference were expected in comparing these two 


types of populations. Firstly, the difference could be due to a difference 
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of timing in data collection: the total Population data in regard to age 
was collected in 1966 for the D.B.S. Census while the sample data was 
collected in 1970. An attempt to correct for these data differences has 
been made by moving the total population data up five years. Taking into 
account a past trend, we have yeduced the category, 15 - 19 years by half. 
Secondly, the difference could be due to the types of data gathered for each 


population: the total population data 4s based on all adults ~ male and 


female, while the sample data are based on heads of households with a 


possible preference to one or the other. This difference could have been 
Sorrectea by obtaining the total population of heads of households but 

such data were not known to be available at the time of the survey. Thirdly, 
the difference could be due to a sampling by statistics, but was not here 
due to the presence of the other errors. And fourthly, the difference could 
be due to the number who did not retuyn the questionnaire or did not give | 


their age. 


Table XVII a shows the distribution of frequency and percentages for 

the population of Coleman (provided by the Population Laboratory of the 

U. of A.) and for the sample of respondents. We can note that two types 

of population are different: the modal age in the total population is 42 
while the two modal ages of the sample are at 32 and 57; also, the total 
population is more evenly distributed than the sample population. Neverthe- 
less, we find the niean ages of the populations are the same: 51 in both cases. 
Moreover, if we divide the two distributions into three groups, in terms of 
recreation, such as under 30, 30 to 49 and 59 and over, we find that the 


percentages are somewhat similar. (Table XVII b). 
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TABLE XVII a 


AGE OF RESPON DENTS. AND AGE OF COLEMAN'S POPULATION 
(HALES & FEMALES ae 





AGE (POPULATION | ‘ipa __AGE (SAMPLE F % 
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15 - 19 68 6.9 nents al 20 = 24 ] 


7 pe fes | Ey Rare 





tt ao. HAD ai dndel 

34 sae oo: ; 

39 101 10.3 I 4p « 24 ef ss | 
Me ANCE rE EN 


44 1i9_ [12.2 tgs - a9 3 | 10.3 
49 90 | 9.3 | 59-54 3! 10.3 
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TABLE XVII_b 
SUMMARY OF TABLE XVII a (PERCENTAGES) 





|. POPULATION "| SAMPLE 1 
Under 30 | o | 15.8 
30 - 49 | ee 
| 50 and over eta: We | 
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2. Family attendance to the recreation programs 


The respondent was asked three related questions in order to obtain 
information on his Participation in the vecreation programs, on his spouse's 
participation and on his children's Participation. These are questions one 
and 5 of the questionnaire (see Appendix ©), To simplify the information to 
be provided, data on the sex of the people involved directly or indirectly 


in the survey have not been Sought. 


For the thirteen programs listed, two of the respondents (6.5%) attended 
some of the progrems. These Programs were: the playground program, the Shine 
Camp and the Gym classes. On the other hand, among the respondents who had a 
spouse, Six indicated that thet spouse participated in a program. Interestingly 
enough, the same program was attended by the six spouses; this was the Ladies’ 


Physical Fitness. 


If we include the spouses, we find that a proportion of .26 adults per 
household (heads of households and spouses) in our sample participated in the 
programs. Generalizing to the population for which this sample is valid, we 
estimate that 41 adults of Coleman (heads of households and spouses) participated 
in the programs. However, this number must be considered as a minimum since 


we do not have the necessary behavioural information to generalize to the 


remaining population (281 heads of households). 


Approximately half of the respondents (45.1%) reported having children 
under their responsibility. Among these people, seven (22.6%) had from one to 
Six children participating in the programs offered. Each program had an 
attendance which ranged from 1 to 13 children. The most popular programs (which 
had respectively 13 and 8 children) appear to have been the Playground and the 
Gym Classes. All the other programs had 1 to 3 children (of the Survey) 


participating. A total of 18 children Were reported participating in the 
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various programs. This gives an average of .58 participating children per 
family of the sample. Since the respondents represent 156 families, we 
estimate that 90 children of Coleman participated in the programs, and we 
estimate that these children were from 35 families of Coleman. These figures 
must be considered minimum since we did not generalize to the remaining 


population of .281 families (households). 


3. Perceived value of the programs 


nl 


This topic has been evaluated through the question: "Whether or not 
you or your children participated in the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation 
Programs, could you indicate your opinion as to how valuable you believe the 
following programs have been this year?" Table XVIII shows the distribution 
Of programs that were listed on the questionnaire (question 6) and the number 


Of persons who expressed the opinion as to how valuable the programs were. — 


Despite the fact that more than 1/3 of the respondents did not answer this 


question, there is a general consensus among those who responded as to the 
"positive" value of all the programs. The most popular programs were: the 


Playground, the Gym classes and the Ladies Physical Fitness. 


- - ‘We 


baa e & 

4 a ‘ 

13°} monblaits ray Shad we. 0% aie 4 — 
ow , aor fiew? ael suet. anon ate ne 3 

| 


av bis , error adh ni bedisrtat dey tet to nha e ee silt 9 
asiugt? azonT .nemafad Yo ret eiMeh BE sort anon <lhecteone vt 


pntintemes sd3 eo oxi Tsderion fi be Sty omits, (st ht ; Ie 
pane ear | 


(sbRedaeinall) oa ta os: oF. 
nee a 
























' 7 
| 


ry 


ws 
ie 


Pa 


a 
. 


SUNN hd. Foy 5 ari M 
gon Yo verited” snotdeaup sid ipod? beset iva raed. aed ah 
nobiagioel Tenotesh sent Jewewot wh wt padety ator. went rT 

add svatiad voy sidsyisy worl od eX celitay “aay pigothat me uor 
aebsudingeth ot anole ITI eldaT “Tea oricesd Svan: 
~sdmun edd bon (8 netbesun) setamieltzoun oft na barepe iow & 


siew ensypory ant olcaulaw wod oF 25 fe Pree sit buveovqng, 
ae 





4 
7 mr 
“eine Yawane ton bib zinalimegedy aA tq f\E wbstt sym aia isa? 6 
“grid of 28 bobnogqesy ofW sears phones euaensenag | syoreap # 2h) 
big rerow omsrporg Welugen teow od? , amc yyoag BA eS 


-eeenst) jcotey earbol an pre anevul om 





48 


TABLE XVITT 
RESPONDENTS ' PERCEIVED VALUE OF THE PROGRAMS 


[WANE OF PROGRAMS VALUABLE a 


Playground Program au | eat _ 3 : 6.7 
[Day Camping 15 | 48.4 2 | 6.5 


lovernight Camping | 
i oran 17. | 54.8 me ce 13, 41.9 
shine Camp (Lynx Creek) 15 [42.4 0 hee 16 alae 


gym Classes 1G 6h. 3. 2 6.5 3278 


J es de 





~O 









Ladies' Physical 
Fitness | 7 61.3 2 Re 32.3 


Ladies Fastbal] tes eas 0 > 4 es 16 Bae 
Girls’ Fasthal 13 141. Musil Sab laa ies 


(Hockey ) V7 Pr nth, fala ese 


Referees Clinic 
Baseball Coaches Clinic! 14 las. 


Playground Leadership 
Course 


rts and Crafts | 
Leadership Course 14 : | 
Youth Advisory Council h7 | 54.8 2 Bed We 38.7 

| 


MEANS ura 3 Gig 12 | | aay 


} 
| 48.4 


eecen 
oT 





If we are generalizing this information to the 156 family heads for 
which our sample of respondents is valid, we estimate that 80 family heads 


would find the 13 programs "valuable" as opposed to 14 who would find them 


— Say 


"not valuable" and 62 who would not answer. On the other hand, if Wwe combine 
these estimations with the attitudes of the proportion of the total population 
represented by the non-respondents (Table VI b) we estimate that more people 
find the programs not valuable (137) than find them vaTuable (123 )0— Veta 


large number (177) ave undecided or their opinions are unknown. Table XIX 


cimmarizec this information. 
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TALE XIX 
RESPONDENTS’ ATTITUDES. No:t- RESPONDENTS’ FSTIMATED. ATTITUDES AND 






























INFERRED POPULATIUN AIT HbeS TOWARDS Vir 13 KECKE, ATIGH PROGRAMS ~ 

TITUDES ee ai ci POPULATION ig “0 saa ech ATION anki 
i RESPONSES ot) estunamions |” g| ESTIMATION heads 
Valuable ls 16 | OTE tush | 
Not Valuable iu ku i. HOH 
) answer/unknown 12 po dadzetAll b 
| TOTAL | 31 100. - toon ale 
4. Desire for “other” programs, 

This section is based on the answers to the question: "Personally, would 
you like other recreation programs to be set up?" (Question 10). This question 
had two very related meanings which makes the answers a bit difficult to 
interpret. Do people want other programs in addition to the ones presently 
available? Do peopie want other programs which would replace the current ones? 
Whichever way it was interpreted, it was found that the number of respondents 
who wanted "other" programs was greater (42%) than the number of those who 
did not (29%). 

RESPONDENTS’ DESIRES, NON~RES SPONDENTS' ESTIMATED | DESTPES AND 

“TNEERRED POPULATION DESIRES | FOR OTHER RECREATION PROGRAMS 
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If we generalize this Finding to the section of the population for 
which this sample is yalid, we estimate that 66 family heads would want 
"other" programs while 45 would not, and that 45 would be indecisive 
about it. If, in addition to these estimations, We usé our estimations of 
the non-respondents' attitudes towards recreation, we estimate that 109 
Family heads of Coleman would want “othey" programs to be set up, 168 would 
not and 160 would be undecided or their opinions would be unknown. Table YX 


summarizes these results. 


A series of suggestions were made in order to establish "other" progranis. 
The suggestions referred to recreation activities, and recreation facilities. 
A few related comments were also mentioned. The three facilities desired 
were: a swimming pool, a bowling alley, and a home for senior citizens. 
Nine programs were also desired: tennis, girls ball team, girls! hockey team, 
swimming, swimming instruction, baseball (for boys aged 14 to 17), track and 
Field, girls' softball and men's softball. The comments made Suggest that 
the actual prograns be continued but be better publicized and that programs 


for the elderly and children be improved or established. 
5. Financing the recreation programs 


Nearly all the respondents knew where to pay their municipal taxes, 
consequently showing their awareness in this regard. However, when asked: 
“How much do you think you have paid in taxes for the Regional Recreation 
Programs last year?" (Question 8), only one respondent knew the amount he had 
paid. Five of the 30 remaining respondents left the question unanswered and 
25 replied "don't know". On the other hand, it is interesting to note that 
when asked the question: "What do you think of the amount that you are 
paying in taxes for the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Programs?" (Question 


9), nine respondents (29%) answered. Eight of them thought that what they 
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paid (whatever it was) was "fair" and one thought that what he paid (whatever 


it was) was “too much". 


If we generalize this finding to the section of the population for 
which this sample is valid, we estimate that 41 family heads of Coleman would 
think that the taxes for recreation are "fair" or "too Tittle", and 4 would 
think that they are "too much". On the other hand, if we combine these 
estimations with the estimations of the non-Yespondents' attitudes towards 
recreation we find that a proximately 84 family heads of Coleman would think 
that the taxes are "fair" or "too little" while 127 would think that they are 


"too much", - 


TABLE XXI 
RESPONDENTS' ATTITUDES, NON-RESPONDENTS' ESTIMATED ATTITUDES AND 


“INFERRED POPULATION ATTITUDES. REGARDING THE AMOUNT OF TAXES PAID 


~ FOR RECREATION PROGRAMS 


QUEST IONNATRE | POPULATION | ESTIMATION | POPGLATION 





a RESPONDENTS _-% | ESTIMATION / ESTIMATION 
8 26.0 A] ie 43 
bom |e to | 


TOTAL fediee cen 181000 156 100.0 | _ agi 437 





However, a great number of family heads (226) would not answer to 


the question or their opinions would remain unknown. 


Despite the low proportion of respondents (26%) who thought that what 
they paid was "fair" or "too Tittle" a rieareaney of the respondents (58% or 18) 
believed that the present way to finance the programs should be retained. 
Moreover, a najority of the respondents (54.8% or 17) indicated a willingness 


to pay more taxes for recreation. Among these, 2 Were willing to pay an 
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additional $1.00/year, 6 were willing to pay an additfonal $2.00/year, 3 were 
willing to pay an additional $3.00/year, 6 were Willing to pay an additional 
$4.00/year and 9 were Willifig to pay inore than $4.00/year in addition to the 
present recreation taxes. This did not mean that taxation should be the only 
way to finance the recreation Programs. In fact, 48% of the respondents 
thought that other means of financing the programs should be sought. Only 
25% did not think so. 


If we generalize the above finding on the present way to finance the 
Programs. to the section of the population for Which this sample is valid, 
we estimate that 90 family heads of Coleman would think that the present 
way to finance the programs should be retained, 5 would think that it should 
be abolished and 60 would be undecided about it. Due to the "importance" 
of this issue and consequently the complexity of attitudes related to it, we 
decided against using our estimations of the hon-respondents' attitudes in | 
order to generalize these findings to the total populations. This means that 


the above figures are based only on 156 heads of households of Coleman. 


The following are suggestions from the respondents as to the financial 
means to be used by the Board: the participants in any programs should 
contribute when able to; the fees for various programs, including the 
employer's programs should be collected only once through taxation; contribution 
Should be voluntary; the companies should be asked to participate and contribute; 
membership fees should be collected, program fees should be collected; other 
Ways to finance recreation, besides taxation, should be used only when necessary; 
each town should contribute more to recreation; welfare payments should be 


reduced in order to spend more on recreation. 
6. The future of the Recreation Board 


Opinions on thé future of the Board were evaluated through the respondents' 
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answers to two questions: "Do you think that the present Crowsnest Pass 
Regional Recreation Board should be changed?" and "Do you think that the 
present Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Board should be abolished?" 


(Question 14 and 15). 


In regard to the first question, a majority of respondents (54.8%) 
replied that they did not wish the Board to change, and a minority (9.6%) 
thought that it should. If we generalize this finding to the section of 
the population for which this sample is representative, we estimate that 
85 family heads of Coleman would prefer that the Board does not change as 


compared with 15 who would think that it should. 


Since the attitudes towards recreation programs are not seen as 
equivalent to attitudes towards the Board, we decided against generalizing 
the above findings to the total population. Consequently, these figures 


must be viewed as minimums. 


A few suggestions regarding the ways the Board should change were 
expressed by the respondents: the local youths should be more involved in 
the Board's decisions process; administration expressions should be reduced ; 
and, the Board's set up - how the members are selected and to nen the 


Board is responsible should be better publicized. 


In terms of the second question (regarding the abolishment of the Board) 
a majority of the respondents (64.5%) indicated that the Board should not be 
abolished. Only one individual (3.2%) thought that it should. If we 
generalize this finding to the population for which we have a sample, we 
estimate that 101 family heads would think that the Board should not be 
abolished while 5 would think that it should, Since attitudes towards the 


recreation programs are not seen as equivalent to attitudes towards the Board 


and, due to the “importance” of this issue Which suggests a complexity of 
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attitudes related to it, we decided against generalizing these findings 
to the total population through our estimations of the hon-respondents! 
attitudes. This means that the above data are based only on 156 heads of 


households of Coleman, 


D. [FRANK| 


Five respondents from Frank veturned their questionnaires. This 
represented 41.6% of the questionnaires expected (Table V) but because of 
the low number of people involved (less than 30) the respondents represent, — 
in fact, 33.3% of the population or 20 heads of households (over a a 
However, When appropriate, estimations will be made of the probable answers 
of the non-respondents from which generalizations will be inferred to the 


remaining population (41 heads of households). 


T. Age of respondents and age of the Frank population 


A comparison of the age of the respondents with the age of the adult 
population of Frank provides an indication (not a proof) of the difference 


between the population of Frank and the sample of vespondents. 


Four sources of difference were expected in comparing these two 
types of populations. Firstly, the difference could be due to a difference 
of timing in data collection: the total population data in regard to age 
was collected in 1966 for the D.B.S. Census while the sample data was 
collected in 1970. An attempt to correct for these data differences has 
been made by moving the total population data up five years. Taking into 


account a past trend, we have reduced the category. 15 - 19 years by half. 


oh 


* Five population units were considered "unknown" since, 41.6% refers to 
25 heads of households. 
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Secondly, the difference could be due to the types of data gathered for each 
population: the total Population data is based on all adults - male and | 
female, while the sample data are based on heads of households with a 
possible preference to one or the other. This difference could have been 
corrected by obtaining the total population of heads of households but 

such data were not known to be available at the time of the Survey. Thirdly, 
the difference could be due to a sampling by statistics, but was not here 

due to the presence of the other errors. And fourthly, the difference could 
be due to the number who did not return the questionnaire or did not give 


their age. 


Table XXII a shows the distribution of frequency and percentages for 
the population of Frank (provided by the Population Laboratory of the U. of A.) 
and for the sample of respondents. We can note that the two types of 
population are different: the modal age in the total population is 62 while 
the mode in the sample is 57, also, the total population is more evenly 
distributed than the sample population. However, the mean age of the 
populations are very similar: 40 in the total population and 47 in the 
sample. On the other hand, if we divide the two distributions into three 
groups, in ae of recreation, such as under 30, 30 to 49 and 50 and over, 
we find that the sample is far from representing the total population of 


Frank. 
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TABLE XXII a 


AGE OF RESPONDENTS AND AGE OF FRANK POPULATION 
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TABLE XXIT_b 
SUMMARY OF TABLE XXII a (PERCENTAGES) 
T POPULATION 


Under 30 16.7 
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é. Family attendance in the Recreation Programs 


The respondent was asked three related questions in order to obtain 
information on his particisation in the recreation programs, on his spouse's 
participation and on his children's participation. These are questions 3, 

4 and 5 of the questionnaire (see Appendix C ). To Simplify the information 
to be provided, data on the sex of the people involved, directly or indirectly 


in the survey, have not been sought. 


For the thirteen programs listéd, no one among the resnondents attended 
the programs, and among those who had a shouse, no one indicated that their 
spouse participated in the programs. If we generalize these findings to the 
population for which we have a sample, we estimate that no adults (heads of 
househoids and spouses) participated in the programs. However, since we do 
not have the behavioural information to generalize to the remaining of the 


total populations, it is still possible that some adults (heads of households 


and spouses) from Frank participated in the progranis. 


Of the five respondents, two (40%) indicated having children under 
their responsibility. These two respondents each had one child participating 
in some of the programs offered. Each child attended different programs. These 
were: the Playground, Overnight camping, the Gym classes, Girls' Fastball 
and Arts and Crafts Leadership. The above finding suggests that .4 children 
per family of Frank participated in the prograns. Since the respondents 


represent 20 families (or houscholds) we estimate that 8 children from Frank 


participated in the recreation programs. We also estimate that these children 


were from 8 families of Frank. These figures must be considered minimum since 


a * i tad * t othe ra ahs " 5 
we did not generalize for the remaining population of 36 households. 
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3. Perceived value of the programs 


This topic has been evaluated through the question: “Whether or not 
you or your children participated in the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation 
Programs, could you indicate your opinion as to how Valuable you believe the 
following programs have been this year?" Table XXIII shows the distribution 
of programs that were listed on the questionnaire (question 6) and the number 


of persons Who expressed the opinion as to how valuable the brograms were. 


TABLE XXII 
RESPONDENTS’ PERCEIVED VALUE OF THE PROGRAMS 
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Despite the fact that nearly 1/3 of the respondents did not answer 
| this question, there is a general conGensus among those who responded as to 
, there 


the "positive" value of most of the programs. The four most popular ones 
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were: the Playground, Overnight Camping, the Shine Camp, and Playground 


Leadership. 


If we generalize this information to the 20 households for which our 
sample of respondents is valid, we estimate that 12 families would find the 
programs, in general, "valuable" as opposed to 2 who would find them “non- 
valuable" and 5 would not answer. On the other hand, if we combine these 
estimations with the attitudes of the Proportion of the total population 
represented by the non-respondents (Table VI b), we estimate that as many 
people find the programs "valuable" as people who do not. Yet, one must take 
into account the large number of "no answers" or “unknown! opinions. Table XXIV 


summarizes this information. 


































TABLE XXIV 

RESPONDENTS’ ATTITUDES, NON-RESPONDENTS' ESTIS HIS RANE NENG, 

INFERRED POPULATION ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE 13 RECREATION PROGRAMS 
— i RESPONDENTS | ______NON-RESPONDENTS TOTAL 
NITITUDES RESPONSES ¢ | POPULATION | ESTIMATED f “POPULATION Family 
; SL as h ESTIMATION Heads 


Muse | a 


ot Valuable 16.tnk \ax3halie pale te bined fe 
See | 1 i4epere ie] 6.) mebched | 42.9 
TOTAL 5.0. 100.0. | 20-45 } 100.0 










4. Desire for "other" programs 


ee oe ed 


This section is based on the answers to the question: “Personally 
would you like other recreation programs to be set up?" (Question 10). This 
question had two very related meanings which make the answers a bit difficult 
to interpret. Do people want other programs ih addition to the ones presently 
available? Do people want other programs which would replace the current 


ones? Whichever way it was interpreted, it was found that the number of 
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respondents who wanted "other" programs to be set up was less (30%) than 


the number of respondents who did not want others (80%) (Table XXV). 


If we generalize this finding to the section of the population for 
which this sample is valid, we estimate that 16 heads of households do not 
want more programs to be set up while 4 would want more. If, in addition 
to these estimations, we use our estimations of the non-respondent' attitudes 
toward recreation, we estimate that 9 family heads of Frank would want "other" 
programs to be set up, 31 would not want any, and 21 would not know or 


their opinion would be unknown, Table XXV summarizes these findings. 


Only one suggestion was made regarding the setting up of programs. One 
individual suggested that a swimming pool be built for the Crowsnest Pass 


children. 
5. Financing the Recreation Programs 


All the respondents, except one, know where to pay their taxes, indicating 
a certain familiarity with the municipal taxes. However, when asked: “How 
much do you think you have paid in taxes for the Regional Recreation Programs 
last year?" (Question &), no one seemed to know how much they had paid. Four 
respondents answered "don't know" and one did not answer at all. On the other 
hand, it is interesting to note that when asked the question: “What do you 
think of the amount that you are paying in taxes for the Crowsnest Pass Regional 
Recreation Programs?" (Question 9), two of the five respondents answered that 


it was "too much". They obviously had a definite "attitude" in this regard. 


If we generalize this finding to the section of the population for which 
this sample is valid, we estimate that 8 family heads of Frank would think 
that the taxes for recreation are "too much", while the others (12) would be 


undecided. On the other hand, if we combine these estimations, with the 
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estimations of the non-respondents' attitudes towards recreation, we find 


that approximately 15 family heads of Frank would think that the taxes for 


. recreation are "fair" or "too little" While 13 would find that it is “too 


much" and a large number (33) would be undecided about it or their opinion 










would be unknown. 


TABLE XXVI 


RESPONDENTS’ ATTITUDES, NON-RESPONDENTS ESTIMATED ATTITUDES AND 
INFERRED POPULATION ATTITUDES REGARDING THE AMOUNT OF TAYES PATD 


FOR RECREATION PROGRAMS: 
ATTITUDES 


RESPONDENTS "| NON-RESPONDENTS 
QUEST IONNATRE} [POPULATION | ESTIMATED [POPULATION 
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Despite the fact that no respondents thought that what they paid was 
"fair" or "too little" a substantial porportion (40%) indicated that the 
Present way to finance the programs should be retained. One respondent was 
willing to pay an additional $2.00/year in taxes. But this did not mean 
that taxation should be the only way to finance the recreation programs. In 
fact, 80% of the respondents thought that other means of financing the programs 


should be sought, ahd only one respondent (20%) did nat think so. 


If we generalize the above findings on the present way to finance the 
programs, to the section of the population for which this sample is valid, we 
| estimate that 8 family heads of Frank believe that the present way to finance 
the programs should be retained while 12 would believe that it should not. 
Due to the "importance" of this issue and Consequently the complexity of 


attitudes related to it, we decided against using the estimations of the non- 
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respondents' attitudes jn order to generalize these findings to the total 
population. This means that the above figures are based on only 20 heads 


of households of Frank. 


A few suggestions were made in terms of other financial means to be 
used by the Board. It was suggested that money be raised through the hockey 


games, raffles and fees, and that provincial and federal grants be sought. 
6. The future of the Recreation Board 


Opinions on the future of the Board were evaluated through the respondents! 
answers to two questions: "Do you think that the present Crowsnest Pass 
Regional Recreation Board should be changed?" and, "Do you think that the 
present Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Buard should be abolished?" (Question 


14 and 15). 


In regard to the first question, a majority of respondents (60%) replied 
that they did not wisn the Board to change and a minority (20%) thought that 
it should. If we generalize this finding to the section of the population 
for which this sample is representative, we estimate that 13 family heads of 
Frank would not wish the Board to change while 4 would like it to and 4 would 
be undecided. Since the attitudes towards recreation programs are not seen 
as equivalent to attitudes towards the Board we decided against generalizing 
the above findings to the total population. Consequently, these figures must 


be seen as estimated minimums. 


The only suggestion made in terms of the Board was that the recreation 
director be more active during the winter programming, and that only during 


the summer should additional staff be hired. 
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In regard to the second question (the abolishment of the Board) a 
majority of respondents (60%) indicated that the Board should not be abolished. 
Only one individual (20%) thought that the Board should be abolished. If 
we generalize this finding to the population for which wa have a sample, We 
estimate that 13 family heads of Frank do not wish the abolishment of the 
Board while 4 do, and 4 are undecided. For the reasons mentioned above, we 
decided against generalizing these findings to the total population. This 


means that the above data are based only on 20 heads of households of Frank. 


30 HILLCREST AND 1.D, a 


Thirty-two respondents returned their questionnaires. This represented 
approximately 39% (162 over 416) family heads of Hillcrest and I.D. 5. When 
appropriate, estimations will be made of the Probable answer of the non- 
respondents from which generalizations can be inferred to the remaining 


population (254 heads of households). 


1. Age of respondents and age of I.D. 5 and Hillcrest population 


A comparison of the age of the respondents with the age of the adult 
population of Hillcrest and I.D. 5 provide an indication (not a proof) of the 
difference between the population of Hillcrest and I1.D.5 and the sample of 


respondents. 


Four sources of difference were expected in comparing these two 
types of populations. . Firstly, the difference could be due to a difference 
of timing in data collection: the total population data in regard to age 
was collected in 1966 for the D.B.S. Census while the sample data was 
collected in 1970. An attempt to correct for these data differences has 


been made by moving the total population data up five years. Taking into 
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account a past trend, we have reduced the category 15 - 19 years by half. 
Secondly, the difference could be due to the types of data gathered for 

each population: the total population data is based on all adults - male 

and female, while the sample data are based on heads Wenn cchar With a 
possible preference to one or the other. This difference could have been 
corrected by obtaining the total population of heads of households but | 
such data were not known to be available at the time of the ehievey. Thirdly, 
the difference could be due to a sampling by statistics, but was not here 

due to the presence of the other errors. And fourthly, the difference could 
be due to the number who did not return the questionnaire or did not give 


their age. 


Table XXVII a shows the distribution of frequency and percentages for’ 
the. population of Hillcrest and 1.D. 5 (provided by the Population Laboratory 
of the U. of A.) and for the sample of respondents. We can note that the 
two types of population are different: the modal age in the total population 
is 32 while it is 52 in the sample. Also, the total population data are more 
evenly distributed than the sample data. Nevertheless, we found that the 
mean ages of these two populations are not that different: 51 in the total 
population and 56 in the sample. As shown in Table XXVII b, where we divided 
the two distributions in three groups, in terms of recreation the two 


populations are quite similar. 
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TABLE XXVII a 


~ (MALES & FEMALES) 


a a ene nee a} 


AGE OF RESPONDENTS AND AGE QF HILLCREST & I,D. 5 POPULATION 


RGE (POPULATION Z| ___AGE (SAMPLE) 






TABLE XXVII_b 
SUMMARY OF TABLE XXVII a (PERCENTAGES) 
[POPULATION J (sae 
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2. Family attendance in the programs. 


The respondent was asked three related questions in order to obtain 
information on his participation in the recreation programs, on his..spouse's 
participation, and on his children's participation. These are questions 


3, 4 and 5 of the questionnaire (see Appendix C ). 


For the 13 programs listed three of the respondents indicated their 
participation. The programs involved were: the Playground program, the 
Day Camping, the Ladies’ Fastball and the Girls! Fastball. On the other 
hand, among the respondents who had a spouse, two indicated that the spouses 
were participating in some of the programs. One participated in the day 
camping while the other participated in the Playground program, the Ladies’ 


Fastball and the Girls! Football. 


If we ene the spouses, we find that a proportion of .16 adults 
per household (heads of households and spouses) in our sample, participated 
in the programs. If we generalize our findings to the population of 
family heads for which the sample is representative, we estimate that 30 
adults of Hillcrest and I.D. 5 participated in the programs. This figure 


must be considered a minimum since we do not have the behavioural information 


in order to generalize to the remaining population (254 heads of households) 


More than half of the respondents (53.1%) indicated having children under 
their responsibility. Among these, six (18.8%) had from 1 to three children 
participating in the programs. The most popular program was the Playground 
Program. The only other proarams participated in by the children were the 
Shine Camp and the Gym Classes. A total of 9 children participated in the 


recreation programs. This gives an average of .28 children per family. Since 
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the respondents represent 162 families, we estimate that 45 children of 
Hillcrest and I.D. 5 participated in the programs. And, wa estimate that 
these children were from 30 families of Hillcrest and I.D. 5. These figures 
must be considered minimum since we did not generalize to the remaining 


population of 254 households. 
. 3. Perceived value of the froarams 


. This topic has been evaluated through the question: “Whether or not 


you or your children participated in the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation 


Programs, could you indicate your opinion as to how valuable you betieve 
the following programs have been this yeay?". Table XXVIII shows the 
distribution of programs that were listed on the questionnaire (Question 6) 
and the number of persons who expressed the opinion as to how valuable the 
| programs were. 
| TABLE XXVIII 
RESPONDENTS' PERCEIVED VALUE OF THE PROGRAMS 
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Despite the fact that more than 1/2 of the respondents did not answer 
this question, there is a general consensus among the respondents as to the 
"positive" value of all the programs . We can note that the most popular 


Program was the Playground Program, 


If we generalize this information to the 162 family heads for which 
our sample of respondents is valid, we estimate that 59 family heads would 
find the 13 programs valuable as opposed to 7 who would not and we estimate 
that 95 family heads would not know. IF we combine these estimations with the 
proportion of the population represented by the hon-vespondents for which we 
have speculated opinions, we find that probably more people would find the 


programs not valuable (105) than the people who would (95), 


TABLE XXIX 
RESPONDENTS‘ ATTITUDES, NON-RESPONDENTS' ESTIMATED ATTITUDES AND 


INFERRED POPULATION ATTITUDES TOWARUS THE T3 RECREATION PROGRAMS 
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However, the number of people who did not answer oy who would be 
undecided is so high (218) that these attitudes could éasily change the 


above proportions. 


4, Desire for "other" programs 


This section is based on the answers to the question: "Personally 


would you like other recreation programs to be set up?" (Question 10). This 
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question had two related meanings which make its interpretation a bit 
difficult. Do people want "other" Programs Which would réplace the current 
ones? Do people want "other" Programs in addition to the ones presently 
available? Whichever way it was interpreted, it was found (Table XXX) that 
the number of respondents who wanted "other" Programs Was greater (37.5%) 


than the number of those who did not (31.3%). 


TABLE XXX 
RESPONDENTS' DESIRES, NON-RESPONDENTS' ESTIMATED DESIRES AND INFERRED 


POPULATION DESIRES FOR OTHER RECREATION PROGRAMS 


aa ata aac mie ace a a cae a bean a el edge Se AS NORE EO) 


oS OUESTION, OPULITTOR ATED] POPULATION} — 
estimation | | esriviation | Tora 
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If we generalize this finding to the section of the population for 
































which this sample is valid, we estimate that 62.family heads would want. 

"other" programs while 50 would not, and 50 would be undecided about it. 1g 

in addition to these estimations we use our speculations on the non-respondents' 
attitudes, we can generalize for the total population. We note then (Table XXX) 
era adpprox ita Oty 96 family heads of Hillcrest and I.D. 5 would want "other" 
recreation programs, that approximately 148 would not, and that a large number 


of family heads (172) would be undecided or their opinions would be unknown. 


A series of suggestions for “other" programs were made. ‘In terms of 
activities, swimming and swimming instruction were mentioned frequently. In 
addition, skiing was a desired activity. In terms of facilities, a swimming 


pool was the most frequently mentioned. A tennis court and.renovation of the 
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arena and of the ice surface were also desired. One individual suggested 


that any activities which would keep the teenagers off drugs would be "good". 


5. Financing of recreation program 


Nearly all the respondents (30/32) knew where to pay their municipal 
taxes, thus indicating a certain awareness in thie regard. Yet, when asked: 
"How much do you think you have paid in taxes for the Regional Recreation 
Programs, last year?" (Question 8), 91% of the respondents answered "don't 
know" and the remainder did not answer at all. On the other hand, it is 
interesting to note that when asked: "What do you think of the amount that 
you are paying in taxes for the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Programs?” 
(Question 9), twelve respondents answered the question, ten thought that it 
(whatever they pay) was "fair" or "too little" while two thought that it 
(whatever they pay) was "too much", indicating a basic "attitude" towards 


the recreation programs. 


If we generalize this finding to the section of the population for which 
this sample is valid, we estimate that 50 family heads of Hillcrest and I.D. 5 
would think that the taxes for recreation are "fair" or "too little" and that 
10 would think they are "too much". On the other hand, if we combine these 
estimations with the estimations of the non-respondents' attitudes towards 
eres Ti: we obtain a breakdown for the total population. We can see in 
Table XXXI that 84 family heads of Hillcrest and I.D. 5 would think that the 
taxes are "fair" or "too little" while 108 would think that they are "too much", 


yet a great number of family heads (224) would be undecided or their opinions 
would be unknown, 


Despite the low proportion of the respondents (31.3%) who think that 
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7] 
"Do you think that the present way to finance the Crowsnest Pass Recreation 
Programs should be abolished?" (Question 13), a majority (62.5% or 20) 


answered "no" while one individual (3.1%) answered "yes" and the others did 


not answer, 


TABLE XXXI 


RESPONDENTS’ ATTITUDES. NON-RESPONDENTS' ESTIMATED ATTITUDES AND 
INFERRED POPULATION ATTTTUDES RECARDING INE P’OUNT OF TAYES PAID 


FOR RECREATION PROGRAMS — 





a mere RESPONDENTS THON RESPONDENTS — 
ATTITUDES Q ae [POPULATION ESTIMATED | POPULATION 
% 'ESTIMATION Y 


RESPONSES ESTIMATION 
Too much 
Fair/Too little 


Unknown 


TOTAL ti TOCTGON fe eae 


Moreover, half of the respondents (10) indicated a Willingness to pay 





more taxes for recreation. Among these, 2 were Willing to pay an additional 
$1.00/year, 2 were willing to pay an additional $1.50/year, 5 were Willing 
to pay an additional $2.00/year, 1 was willing to bay an additional $3.00/ 
year, and 3 were willing to pay more than $4.00/year in addition to what 
they pay now for recreation. This did not mean that taxation should be the 
_onty way to finance the recreation programs. In fact, 10 individuals (31522) 
thought that other means of financing the programs should be sought - 13 


(40.6%) did not think so. 


If we generalize the above finding on the present way to finance the 
programs, to the section of the population for which this sample is valid, 
we estimate that 101 family heads would think that the Board should not be 


abolished while 5 would think that it should, and 56 would not answer or 
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would be undecided. Due to the “importance” of this issue and consequently, 
the complexity of attitudes related to it, we detided against using our 
estimations of the non-respondents ' attitudes in order to generalize these 
findings to the total population. This means that the above figures are 


based on only 162 heads of households of Hillcrest ands PD 75 


The following ways to finance the Programs Were suggested by the 
respondents: the sale of "sweepstake tickets for the area", more money from 
the provincial government, organization of social functions such as bingos, 


those who use the facilities and participate in the programs should pay fees. 
6. The future of the Recreation Board 


The future of the Board was evaluated through the respondents! answers 
to two questions: "Do you think that the present Crowsnest Pass Regional 
Recreation Board should be changed?" and "Do you think that the present 


Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Board should be abolished?" (Question 14 & 15). 


To the first question, half of the respondents answered that they did not 

wish the Board to change, but two individuals (6.2%) thought it should. if 

we generalize these answers to the section of the population for which the 
sample is representative, we estimate that 81 family heads of Hillcrest and 
1.0, 5 would not want the Board to change compared to 10 who would like the 
Board to change. Since the attitudes towards the recreation programs are not 
seen as setneeene to the attitudes towards the Board, we decided against 
generalizing the ate findings to the total population (through the use of 

the non-respondents estimated attitudes towards recreation). Consequently, 


the above data must be viewed as based only on 162 family heads. 
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A few suggestions were made by the respondents regarding any change 


of the Board. These were: better "organization" and better publicity. 


To the sécond question, a great majority (65.6%) of the respondents 
answered that the Board should not be abolished, leaving three individuals 
who thought it should. If we generalize this finding to the population 
for which we have a sample, we estimate that 106 family heads think that 


the Board should not be abolished and that 15 believe that it should. 


Since the attitudes of the non-respondents towards the recreation 
programs are not seen as equivalent to their attitudes towards the Board and, 
due to the "importance" of the issue which suggests a complexity of attitudes 
related to it, we decided against generalizing the above findings to the 


total population. This means that the above data can be considered minimum. 
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CONCLUSIONS 


Using a structured questionnaire mailed to five samples derived 
from each town of Crowsnest Pass, we have attempted to determine the opin- 
ions of the total population in regard to: the programs offered by the 
Recreation Board, the means of financing these programs and the Board 
itself. Also, we have attempted to determine the types of "help" 
Provided by the Board to various organizations of the Pass. For numerous 
reasons, we have been only partially successful in the realization of these 
tasks. In fact, only 1/3 of the people selected in the samples answered 
the questionnaire and only 1/2 of the organizations contacted, sent us the 
information requested, The major known reasons for not sefiding back the 
questionnaires were: "Forgot to fill it in", "not interested in filling out 
any questionnaires", "cannot read and/or write English", "lost questionnaire", 


and "do not know enough about the programs". 


Nine of the thirteen "organizations" which replied were content with 
the help provided by the Board this past year. The kind of assistance given 
referred to such items as: space, advice, scheduling, coordination, facilities, 
advertising and programming. Without such assistance, some organizations 
indicated that they would have ceased to exist, and some reported that 


improvements of programs would nave been impossible. 


A total of 157 persons, selected at random from the five towns of 
Crowsnest Pass, returned their questionnaires. Due to a high level of non- 
responses in terms of questionnaires and in tenis of questions, the inter- 
pretation of the data obtained had to be carefully assessed and, in many 
instances could not be said to be representative of the apinion of the total 


population at which we were aiming. However, some assumptions have been 
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made, on the basis of phone calls and on comnents by the respondents, which 

in turn permitted us to yeneralize the data obtained to the total population. 
For each of the towns involved, six general types of information were 

presented. These are: 1) a comparison of the age of the respondents with 

the age of the towns! Population concerned; 2) a view of family attendance 

in the recreation programs: 3) the respondent's berceived value of the 

Programs offered by the Boards 4) the respondent's desire for "other" recreation 
programs; 5) the respondent's opinion on the actual and botential methods of 
financing the programs: and 6) the respondent's opinion on the future of the 
Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Board. If we look at all the towns 


simultaneously, the following data were found: 


1. Age of the respondent and age of the population: 


The purpose of comparing these two sets of information was to obtain © 
an-indication (not a proof) of how different the samples of respondents at 
hand and the populations concerned were. We found that for the five towns 
the mode (highest frequency) of the population did not coincide with the 
mode of the sample and that the distribution of data was not similar. 
Nevertheless, we found that the mean age of the populations and the mean age 
of thé samples coincided. Moreover, when wa divided the population and 
samples in three categories of age in terms of recreation, we found a great 
“similarity in the distribution of percentages, with the exception of Frank. 
What made Frank the least representative of all the towns in terms of the 
Population was probably the fact that too few people from this area sent back 


their questionnaires and responded to the question on age. 
The distributions of age of the populations and the samples basically 


suggest that each town should be examined separately and this fact should be 


taken into consideration when generalizing information to the total population 


of Crowsnest Pass. 
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2. Family attendance at the programs: 


We estimate that a minimum of 15 adults (heads of households and spouses) 
and 50 families involving 100 children of bellevue; 123 adults and 70 
families involving 151 children of Blairmores; 47 adults and 35 families 
involving 90 children. of Coleman; no adults but 8 families involving 8 
children of Frank, and; finally, 30 adults and 30 families involving 45 
children of Hillcrest and I.D. es participated in the recreation programs 
morfered by “the Board. ‘This gives an approximate minimum of 209 adults and 
193 families involving 394 children of the Crowsnest Pass Who participated 


in the recreation programs. 


Obviously this is far from representing the total population of 
the Crowsnest Pass. The respondents mentioned three basic reasons for not 
participating in the programs. Firstly, the head of household and/or his 
spouse and/or his children preferred either non-organized sports or recreation 
activities or, preferred to organize their own activities. Secondly, the 
respondent and/or spouse were too old or physically unable to participate in 
any recreation activities whatsoever. Thirdly, many respondents indicated 
that they did not know of the existence of these programs and of these, 


several stated they were pleased to have learned about them through the survey. 


3. Perceived value of the programs 
There was a general consensus among all the respondents in the five 
towns as to the "positive" value of the 13 recreation programs offered by 


the Board. 


The programs found most "valuable" by the respondents were: the Play- 
ground (Bellevue, Blairmore, Coleman, Frank, Hillcrest & 1.D. 5), the Gym 
Classes (Blairmore, Coleman), the Ladies' Fastball (BeNevue), the Girl's 


Fastball (Blainnore), the Playground Leadership Course (Blairmore, Frank), 
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the Hockey Referee's Clinic (Bellevue), the Ladies! Physical Fitness 


(Coleman) and the Shine Camp and Overnight Camping (both for Frank). 


When we attempted to generalize our data to the total population 
(of each town) we found very little difference with the number of people in 
Bellevue and Frank who "value" the programs offered and those who do not. 
In Blairmore we found that more people "value" the programs than do hot, and 
in Coleman, Hillcrest and 1.D. 5, more people "do not value" the programs 
than do "value" them. However, for most towns, the number of people who 
Were "undecided" or whose opinions were "unknown" is so great that it 
Suggests if these opinions were known, or if these people were influenced, 


the above findings could change. 
4, Desire for “other" programs 


We found that as many respondents in Bellevue wanted "other" pneu 
to be set up as those who did not; that fewer respondents wanted "other" 
Programs than those who did not in Frank; and that more respondents wanted 
"other" programs to be set up than those who did not in Blairmore, Coleman 


and Hillcrest (1.D. 5). 


Nevertheless, when we generalized our data to the total population 
(of each town) we found that more people did not want "other" programs to be 
set up than the people who did-in all of the towns. Still, the total number 
of people (head of households) who, we estimated would want “other" programs 
to be set up is substantial: Bellevue (109), Blairmore (186), Coleman (109), 


Frank (9) and Hillcrest & I.D. 5 (96). 


Several suggestions for "other" prodyams were made. 
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9. Financing the program: 

Although most respondents knew to whom they paid their municipal taxes, 
indicating a certain awareness in this regard, nearly no one knew how much of 
their municipal taxes was allocated for recreation. However, many respondents 
answered the question asking their opinion about the amount paid and, most 
of them (except in Frank: this could be due to the smal] number of respondents) 
indicated that they thought the amount paid was "too little" or “ai Ginae ie 
the other hand, when we generalized this finding combined with our assumptions 
of the non-respondents' answers to the total population of each town, we found 
that more family heads believed that the taxes for recreation are "too much" 
than believed that they are "fair" or "too little! (except for Frank: this 
could be due to the small number of respondents.). Many individuals who reported 
that what they pay is "too much", were people who organize their own recreation 


activities and people who live on their old age pension. 


Despite a low percentage of respondents who thought.that what they paid 
was "too little" or "fair", many indicated their willingness to pay more 
taxes. Moreover, a majority of the population (in each town) for which the 
sample was representative thought that the "present way" to finance the 
Board should be retained (except for Frank). For various reasons, an estimation 


for the total population has not been sought. 
Several means of financing the programs were suygested. 


6. Future of the Board: 

A majority of the respondents and consequently of the proportion of 
the population for wnich these respondents are representatives, thought that 
the Board should not chatge, nor he abolished. For various reasons, an 


estimation for the total population has not been sought. 


. 


Several suggestions were made regarding the ways the Board should change. 
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The above data are valid for the Period under study, and any 
change in the community which could have changed the attitude of the people 


in regard to recreation since then, must be taken into account. 


[It is the author's belief that principles for improving the 
organization of the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Board and for planning 
recreation programs and facilities, can be derived from the above. The 
present report, however, did not aim at such a task and reconmendations in 


this regard have not been incorporated. 
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APPENDIX A 


ah 


REGIONAL RECREATION BOARD, CROWSNEST PASS 


F a A lt 


1969 ~ 1970 


*This list was provided by the C.P.R.R.B. 
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APPENDIX A 


GROUPS OR AGENCIES HAVING RECEIVED ASSISTANCE IN THE PAST YEAR 
PROT Joe Ee ee ra. re 





1. Allstars Hockey Club 

2. Bellevue Arena Association 

3. Bellevue Minor Baseball Association 
4, Bellevue Minor Hockey Association 

5. Bellevue Senior Citizens 

6. Blairmore Arena Association 

7. Blairmore Curling Club 

8. Blairmore Minor Baseball Association 
9. Blairmore Minor Hockey Association 
10. Btairmore United Church 


— 
—s 
e 


wN.P. Band 
N. 
wN. 


_— 
Do 


. Cascades Hockey Club 


ont 
Ww 


p 
P, Figure Skating Club 
P, Ladies Hospital Auxiliary Association 
N.P. Minor Baseball Association 
P 
S 
P 


— 
o1 


16. 
TH. 
18. . 
19. Cheen Club 
20. Choral Society 

21. Coleman Arena Association 

22. Coleman Credit Union 

23. Coleman Fish & Game Association 
24. Coleman Minor Baseball Association 
25. Coleman Minor Hockey Association 
26. Crow United Hockey Club 

2/.- Fantiy Life Gentre 

28. Girl Forest Guards 

29. Headstart 

30. Junior Forest Wardens 

31. Men's Fastball Club (Bellevue) 

32. Pass Auto Racing Association 

33. Phillips Fastball Association 

34, Preventive Social Service 

35. Sagakan Judo Club 


» Riding Club 
p oki Club 


oak 
Bn) 

Co 6 CeCe Gon ice Gs Ga 
aces 


Swimming Pool Committee 


*According to the C.P.R’.R.B. 
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APPENDIX. B 


COVER LETTER FOR "INITIAL" AND "FIHAL" 


"WAILING" TO_ "ASSISTED ORGANTZATIONS" 





ee Piet 4 alberta 
i } department 
a, : of youth 
Se 4 


1721 Cente ennial Building 
EDMONTON 15, Alberta 


October 2, 1970 


The Provincial Departmant of Youth jis now conducting a short 
opinion survey in the Crowsnest Pass and would apbyeaciate your cooperation. 


lori Board nas kindly provided 


The Crousnest Pass Re ti 
th S Ten Ne received he 1h this 


us With Your nevies arid Otunars as 
past year from the Board. 


. 


We would like you to: 


1. Describe very briefly the kind of helb py rovidsd to you hy the Crowsnest 
Pass Regional Recreation Board, 


2. Indicate your opinion as to how useful or valuable this help has been 
‘ . t ; 


roy your organization. 


3. Indicate to whet extent t 
zation. 


ig Opinion is representative of your organt- 


Your name as well as the nanie of the ordanization will be knowa 
only to this Departiicat and will be treated confidentially. 

loning you Will treat this matter with great urgency. For further 
information regarding this survey, feel free to cortact me. 


ies tifuly, . 
\\ 
i " - 
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IE “AN- MARC |. | | i Di 
lasearchn Officer 


° 


AS 


Ke 


UML /w1t 


a ae i Nr ae ee, 


i ed e~ saps Pema neP cree 


RIN ATI HVE TIE oem EWE oetieer mene 


aad 


Meera er Ce 


aE ee eee ee 


4 


















| 3 iff of Teton af 
Sent’ | Jasin ony a wr 


_ 


te} dy | ; a } j ‘ at 34 yarney on 
i ag fra a2 


) . | b+ vPioted 
ol ty shar ee 


i wi : P Tr i 4 oh f “otntg prove 
igi ‘desta’ 


csp ; , , tf) ais aA | $4 


wa 


a: 
Le ee wo io aut OA) ah PT oWwORe “st 4 
j i F Per \ i} hie ‘ih Snorer is 

Ae 
“Ww 07 alt Bb UT 8 4 1 mM ee) AA bd Mow (Sy voy, (Bae 
{ ) of oove (207 eve eit porn 


air = ptay, 
| a | 


nw eg | ; 
a ee Se et tp af* eer 






a | Pay 


he 


‘ 


TAT) FARE in 
Aan a om 


a 





APPENDIX © 


QUESTIONNAIRE SENT TO "CROWSNEST 


PASS POPULATION" 
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OPINION SURVEY 
ON 
CROWSNEST PASS RECREATION 


daly 03.70 
















1. Household Number 


te A IE AO I SA it Yee es Porc nind acne a 


2. What is your age: (circle appropriate category) 


20 — 24 45 - 49 70) aan 
25 - 29 50 - 5 75 - 79 
a0 34 55 - 59 80 = 84 
35 - 39 60 = 64 85 = 8g 
“OQ - 4Y 6.5 <= 759 SO + 


3. Did you personally participate in one or more of the following 
- . ct .4 F | r= 4 ay D3 > _ a 
Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Board Programs set up this year? 
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A. I have attended none: 
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B. Ihave attended the following programs: (check the ones 
attended) 





1. Playground Program... ..eeesecoesecsrereces 
PEA (CAND IN 2 os ee eee ee oe ete Het eee ae tis 
3. Overnight Camping Program. .seeresrerneere 
ih. Shine Camp (Lynx Creek) ..scecssersassces 
DI GME LASSES 615 cpamceneeenaie eieme ee es 8 eee ae ler ers 
Bo Gadies' Phyeical FLItneSS.-«wererereeernces 
ee SAS EDA Li icin wie ersreysceereiee: holthinwe ¢ a4 als pm 
erie! Fastball. cc eee te eee weer em en eee 
-9, Referees! Clinic (Hockey). cerceeons ces eine 
PO. Baseball Coaches Clinic. ..cceceenssrveenn 
11. Playground Leadership Cours€..eceecceeree = 
42. Arts and Crafts Leadership CourS@.--c+secres ce 
mo. Youth Advisory Council..ccscrererereseres eoenin 
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ede applicable, did your wife or husband participate in one or more 
of the following programs this year? 


Dee poOstat nave a wife on husband 


ee 


He/She did not participate 


B. He/She has attended the following programs: 
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Seo veroLe NC Camping Progvraitie. . ee eos ee 
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Pee Geris’ Fastball. .anne sess Stpanretnter eer 
9. Referees! uel ieckey hes Ane ce 
10. Baseball CoacheS CLINLCes are er ore nnanne eee 


11. Playground Leadership CourS@.cuerecareres 
ieLeweArtcs: and Crafts’ Leadership’ Course..<.-. 
YouthnyAdvisory Councad® . 6. Wh ets, «fe weer 
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Do you have any children which are under your responsibility? 
NO 
YES 


ee 


If YES, could you provide first name and age: 


NAME 3 AGE 
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Whether or not you or your children have participated in.the 
Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Programs , could you indicate your 
opinion as to how valuable you believe the following programs have 
been this year? (check each program) ’ 




















S Playground Program....... 
Mey WOMDING. eee wt eee eo en 
BeOQverniepit Camping. ....... 
®. Shine Camp (Lynx Creek). 
BT OLASSOS i. cles gaye es ts 
Pepacies. “Phys unfitness... .. 
Meares, ehastbal)... 2c cece 
Mecinis’ Fastball.....ner 
9. Referees' iis (Hockey) 
™@. Baseball Coaches Clinic. 
1. Playground Leadership.. 
m- Arts & Crafts Leadership. 
Youth Advisory Council.. 











PROGRAM VALUABLE NOT VALUABLE 

1. Playground Program....ccseeeees on ee 
2. Day Camping Program...c-reeeees . 
3. Overnight Camping....e-ccreeee 

iW, weshimeiGamp, (Lynx Creek) .uthex arian 
Bee GYM CLASSES i.e en caw ack devindaers 

6.Mbbadies' Physical Fitness.....-- ; 
7. Ladies! Fastball..... i ieaaln, aa nen eet aenee 
SB. yrGinris' Fastball.a..seaweat seme 

OG “’heterees” Clinic (Hockey):.>+. 
10. Baseball Coaches Clinic...---- Beer As 
11.” Playground leadership..ceresss pes PEA! 


12. Arts and Crafts Leadership.->- — 
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10. 


-i~ 
Do you pay taxes directly to the town? 
YES NO 


How much do you think you have paid in taxes for the Regional 
Recreation Programs, last year? (whether or not you pay directly 
to the Town) 


ivaoy net. know 


The amount is approximately S 


——— 


What do you think of the amount that you are paying in taxes for 
the Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation Programs? 


I do not know 


tawers fair 


Tiseuntair§ (too mich) 


imees, too little 


re ee 


Personally, would you like other Recreation Programs to be set up? 


YES NO 


If YES, what kind of Recreation Programs should be set up? 
(suggestions) 
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ieee emore Recreation Programs are set up by the Crowsnest Pass 
Regional Recreation Board which interest you, would you be willing 
to pay additional taxes? 


YES NO 





= en 


ff YES, how much? (circle the appropriate category) 
e . 50 $1.00 S350 $2.00 $3.00 $4.00 More 


12. Do you think that other ways to finance the Crowsnest Pass 


Regional Recreation Programs should be sought? 
YES NO 


If YES, do you have any suggestions as to these other ways? 


13. Do you think that the present way to finance the Crowsnest Pass . 
Regional Recreation Prepgrams should be abolished? 


YES NO 


14. Do you think that the present Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation 
Board should be changed? 


YES NO 


If YES, do you have any suggestions? 


ie A a ab ETS = A ce SN ES EAS tar 


15. Do you think that the present Crowsnest Pass Regional Recreation 
-Board should be abolished? 


YES NO 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION 
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APPENDIX D 


COVER LETTER FOR "INITIAL MAILING" 


TO "CROWSNEST PASS POPULATION" 
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a pee nt 


2A TeIZNORI” OF 





oe C3 f ‘ alberta 
Cra a department 
t PR ts of youth 


ff 
4 ? 
ff e cn tower, edmonton 15 


1721 Centennial Building 
EDMONTON 15, Alberta 
July, 1970 


Dear 


The Provincial Department of Youth is conducting an Opinion 
Survey on Recreation in the Crowsnest Pass for which your cooperation 
is essential. 


As you probably know, a three-year financial agreement 
between the Board and the Department of Youth is terminating in one 
month. The present survey should provide the Board with some 
directives regarding its future plans. 


You have been selected according to a random procedure as 
a representative of the Crowsnest Pass, and I would appreciate it 
if you would answer the few questions attached. Your responses will 
be known only to the researcher in charge, and will be treated con- 
fidentially. 


In case of a mail strike, a reliable person will be selected 
to collect the questionnaire. I will attempt to contact you 
personally if we have not received your answer within ten days. 


We trust that you will treat this matter with urgency. For 
further information regarding this survey, please feel free to 
contact me. 


Thank you in advance. 


Yours truly, 


JEAN-MARC LEMIRE 
Research Officer 
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APPENDIX E 


COVER LETTER FOR "FINAL MAILING" 


TO "CROWSNEST PASS POPULATION" 
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1721 Centennial Building, 
EDMONTON 15, Alberta. 


September 14, 1970 


The Provincial Department of Youth is conducting an 
Opinion Survey oa Recreation in the Crowsnest Pass for which 
your cooperation is essential. 


_ Your opinion on Recreation will permit the Crowsnest 
Pass Recreation Board aid the Departnent of Youth to prepare 
better plans and financial arrargements. 


You have been selected according to 4 random pro- 
cedure as a representative of the Crowsnest Pass, and we would 
appreciate it if you would answer the few questions attached, 
Your response will be known only to the researcher in charge, 
and will be treated confideatially. 


The same questionnaire was sent to you about one month 
ago, but possibly you did not receive it. : 


We trust that you will treat this matter with urgency. 
For further information regarding this survey, please feel free 
LO contact me. 


Thank you in advance. 
Yours truly, 


Q 
Ca.) ees 22 


JEAN-MARC LEMIRE, 
Research Officer. 
JML/c jo 
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